I work for a university in a rural area of Northern California.  Formerly a school psychologist, I teach inclusion and mainstreaming strategies to future general education teachers.  Assessment of our local high school and junior high schools shows very limited use of assistive technology to support LD student's access to text.  To make technology practical, usable and available several critical factors need to be addressed.  If solutions to these difficulties are not included in a national technology plan then that plan will be all promise and no substance.  The problem as I see it is five fold.  First, few resource teacher's have new, functioning computers for student use.  Most are Pentium II or III.  Second, although some good assistive software has been made available, many are reluctant to make use of it.  Third, state of the art software such as Kurzweil3000 version 8 is prohibitively expensive.  Fourth, there is no continuem of training for students in the appropriate use of assistive technology to support their access to core materials.  Fifth, because of the factors above many student's do not continue on to college programs where appropriate assistive tech is available.  No Child Left Behind asks us to expose all students to and help them reach grade level standards without acknowledging that there are those who can not obtain access and success because of problems such as developmental dyslexia.  Unless we use technology to support our special education students, the promise of NCLB will not be met.

