Comments on 9 themes of the National Technology Plan

This document must be a living document that is yearly reviewed and posted with the changes and updates.  It should be review by leading educators, businesspersons, parents and STUDENTS.  Part of the plan should be visionary, and part day to day (with TCO and ROI included) working models included assisting districts and State Departments of Ed.  To encourage the use of this plan grants should be matched with the goals of the plan.  Instruction/staff development should be an important part of the document.

Technology and teacher quality:

Nothing is technology will make a bad teacher good.  It can make an average teachers better by allowing resources, which had in the past been confided by the 4 walls of the classroom, in enter the classroom through Internet, video, telephone.  Unfortunately two aspects are not allowing a full adoption---lack of staff development and a lack of refresh policies on software and equipment.

Special Education:

This is the saddest aspect of all.  It could improve life for this group more than any other but in many cases there is the slowest adoption in this area.

Leadership:

Without it nothing will happen.  This includes at the federal level.  You can see with examples in my district the schools that have had great leaders that adopted and expand the use of technology to help students learn.  Their goal is to create the best learning environment possible for each student.

One to one computing:

Many companies are trying to find a way to create the one to one machine.  This is beyond education.  It will change the way the world does business as well as educate.  Security becomes a big issue here.  To make this work we must have wireless at school and at home so all work that is done at work can be done at home so that the parent, teacher and student are working together to create the best learning environment for the student.  The network must be security to protect the data.

Virtual Schools:

What is holding this up?  Let’s get this encouraged nation wide.  It is different than standard teaching.  The colleges must teach this new technique.  It is harder but often builds better relationship…not for every student.  This is just another way to reach students.  The needs of education are the needs of virtual education.

Databased decision-making:

The tech plan needs to give a guideline to this important aspect of education.  Evaluation of this type of product is new to school district and everyone is pushing a product.   To work it must have an outstanding assessment tool, reporting tool and LIST OF STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE LEANING TIED TO THE REPORTING TOOLS.

