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Welcome.  In developing the National Education Technology Plan, Secretary Paige inspired us to take a customer centered approach.  This began our journey soliciting feedback from thousands of educators, parents, experts and students across the country.  

Toward a New Golden Age in American Education: How the Internet, the Law and Today's Students Are Revolutionizing Expectations reflects this feedback.  

Are you curious to see what students are doing with technology?  This 2 minute streaming video clip was fully produced by students at Forest Park High School in Virginia after a focus group on the Plan.  This is an example of the feedback from students and what they can do with technology today.  
It is an honor and a privilege to introduce Secretary of Education Rod Paige.  

Secretary Paige is the seventh U.S. Secretary of Education, the first African-American to serve in this role as well as the first school superintendent ever to serve as Secretary of Education.

He's been a teacher, a coach, a school board member, a dean of a college school of education, and superintendent of the nation's seventh largest school district in Houston, Texas. He was Superintendent of the year in 2001 and in 2000 for Texas.  

He is one of the finest individuals I have ever known.  He is deeply and passionately committed to our children, all students, across our nation.  Change is in the air and we thank you, Secretary Paige for your leadership and vision.  
[Introduction and Secretary Paige’s speech]

We are honored today by the presence of key leaders in the field – as we solicited feedback in developing the Plan, we wanted to reflect upon different perspectives in the launch.  

[Introduction of Phillip Bond, Under Secretary of Commerce for Technology; Myrtle Reed, Assistant Superintendent, St. Louis Schools; Dr. Mark Edwards, Dean, College of Education, University of North Alabama].

Closing

Phil Bond, Myrtle Reed and Mark Edwards know that change is in the air.  They are making it happen.

We are a nation on the move.  There is a new fervor in American education, a new creativity – driven in part by this generation of tech-savvy students – that bodes well for the future of our country.  We must listen to our students.

The revolution is underway.

Too often, schools have simply applied technology to existing ways of teaching and learning, with marginal results in student achievement.  We must transform.  

Creative new teaching models are emerging that embrace technology to redesign curricula and organizational structures. The results in educational achievement often have been striking.  

As Dr. Edwards says, “The future is now.  Our children can’t wait.”  
With the benefits of technology, highly qualified teachers, a motivated student body and No Child Left Behind, the next 10 years could see a spectacular rise in achievement – and may usher in a new golden age for American education.   

----

Thank you.  The report is available online at www.ed.gov.
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