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Your Draft Report Noted the Following Recommendations:

1.1 Provide an amended contract to show that the GCEIC is not monitoring the non-public
schools and provide a new statement of work to reflect what services GCEIC has performed
for payments received.

Response: As noted in your report, GCEIC did not perform any monitoring of the non-public
schools. The contract with GCEIC was modified and approved by the State Board of Education on
April 20, 2007, to delete the monitoringcomponentof the contract. A copy of the modifiedcontract and
the board minutes are attached for your review. The statement of work noted in the contract was also
modified to reflect what services GCEICperformedfor MDE. (Completed)

1.2 Account for all the Restart funds initially disbursed to the non-public schools; if any of the
initial disbursement cannot be accounted for, determine the amount and provide a refund to
the Department of Education.

Response: The Mississippi Department of Education has accounted for all of the Restart funds
initially disbursed to the non-public schools. The non-public schools that received a portion of the
initial disbursement provided documentation to support allowable expenditures of the Restart funds
received. One school closed and returned its initial allocation. All documentation has been reviewed

and the documentation supports that all expenditures were for allowable Restart expenditures.
(Completed)

1.3 Review all the supporting documentation for the initial Restart disbursement; determine
what equipment and assets should be under MDE control and add to MDE's inventory
database.

Response: We concur with your recommendationand will proceed accordingly. We have begun
the process of reviewing all of the supportingdocumentationfor the initial Restart disbursements,and
identifyingthe equipmentand assets that should be under public control. The equipment identifiedwill
be added to MDE's inventorydatabase and the targeted completion date for this process is October 31,
2007.

1.4 Compile a list of equipment at each non-public school to account for all the equipment that
has been purchased with the initial disbursement of Restart funds and have the responsible
official sign the list until a physical inventory can be completed.

Response: We concur with your recommendationand will proceed accordingly. We have started
compiling lists of equipment and assets for each non-public school. Upon completion and verification
of each list, the list of equipment for each school will be forwarded to the responsible official of the
school for signature. We will require the signed list to be returned to MDE for documentationuntil the
physical inventoryis completed. The targetedcompletiondate for this process is October 31, 2007.






