AVAILABLE FUNDING FOR EARLY HEAD START

The Head Start Bureau, Administration on Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has funding available for 62 Early Head Start programs that are approaching the end of their five-year funding periods. These funds are available only in the communities that are currently providing Early Head Start services and where the current Early Head Start grantee’s five-year grant is ending. Both existing grantees and new applicants may apply. Public and private non-profit—including faith-based organizations—or for-profit organizations are eligible to apply for funding. 
Nationwide, approximately 60,000 children and their families are served by Early Head Start programs. Pregnant women, children, age birth to three, and their families receive education, health, mental health, dental, nutrition, and disabilities-related services. Parents are directly involved in shaping the program for their children. Early Head Start programs also work closely with other agencies in the community to provide these services. Head Start is supported jointly by the Federal government and the local community. Programs must follow Federal regulations, but each community is encouraged to create a program that meets locally defined needs and goals. 
Each grant is for a specific geographic location. Click on http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/hsb/grant/fundingopportunities/fundopport.htm#limited
to access the link for the Legal Notice published in the locality's newspaper.   The local areas available for funding are listed by state under the region.
Grant applications to apply for funding are due February 28, 2003. Organizations interested in becoming the Early Head Start program for the service area specified above should contact Michelle Hastings at the Early Head Start Operations Center at 1-800-458-7699 or ehs@pal-tech.com for more information on the process for applying to become an Early Head Start grantee or to receive a grant application packet. For more information on the Early Head Start program, visit the Head Start Information and Publication Center’s Web site (http://www.headstartinfo.org/infocenter/ehs_tkit1.htm) or the Early Head Start National Resource Center’s Web site (www.ehsnrc.org).
