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A Note From the Director:

Performance Information Management Service

The work done by every state’s EDFacts coordinator and data submissions team during 2007 has significantly changed EDFacts data usage at the U. S. Department of Education (ED).  Almost daily, programs are coming up with new ideas about how they would like to use the data in EDFacts.   As we begin 2008, I want to take a moment to share with you a few key initiatives that are benefiting from an increased attention to EDFacts among all our state partners.    First, in the ongoing conversations on the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (No Child Left Behind), policymakers both within ED and within the Congressional education committees are asking tough questions about how reading, mathematics and science performance  progressed in SY 2006-07.  Also of 

great importance to the discussions is the impact of 

school accountability determinations from SY 2006-07. As each idea is put forward, we are working with ED leadership to make sure the data in EDFacts are part of the discussion, including the often requested analysis of school-level data.  If you have not finalized the submission of SY 2006-07 student performance or school (and district) accountability files, then your state’s information cannot be included in the analysis we are running to inform these policy discussions.   

In addition to real-time policy decisions, there are a number of studies performed by ED that require school and/or district level data.  In prior years, these data have been collected directly by department contractors from state education agencies.  An example is the collection of data for ED’s Study of State Implementation of NCLB.  For SY 2005-06, states were offered the choice of reporting this school and district accountability information either to EDFacts or directly to the ED contractor.  For SY 2006-07, we plan to use EDFacts as the sole source for data collection on this study.  Additional studies, scheduled for this spring, are looking to use student performance data on mathematics and reading at the school level from SY 2006-07.  

We would like to help every state finalize their submission of a complete set of SY 2006-07 membership, performance and accountability data to EDFacts no later than March 2008.  This will allow states to properly shift their main focus to submission of the SY 2007-08 membership information in time for the spring reporting deadline for the Common Core of Data(CCD).  As you can see, 2007 was an important year for EDFacts, and 2008 is shaping up to be no less important.  

With best regards, 

Ross Santy

Guidance on Collecting and Reporting Racial and Ethnic Data Guidance Published
The Department published a notice in the Federal Register on December 28, 2007 inviting public comment under the Paperwork Reduction Act on the paperwork burden associated with the Department's final guidance on collecting, maintaining, and reporting racial and ethnic data on students, teachers, and education staff (published in the Federal Register on October 17, 2007).  The public comments are limited to the paperwork burden created by the guidance and not the guidance itself since that was open to public comment earlier in the fall of 2006.  The 60-day public comment period will close on February 26, 2008.

Regulations Requiring Transition Agreements
The Department will be sending letters to the Chief State School Officers describing the requirements of the final regulations published in the Federal Register on January 25, 2007, which require the state to submit data in electronic files as specified in the EDFacts data collection requirements.  These regulations allowed for a two-year transition period for those states that could not submit those data immediately.  That transition period ends with the complete submission of SY 2008-09 data in the required EDFacts electronic format.  

Since the current submission of SY 2007-08 data is within the transition period and some states may not be able to submit all of the required data, instructions are provided to the states so that they can develop and submit the transition agreement required by the final regulations.

SY 2007-08 EDFacts Data Collection

The EDEN Submission System (ESS) opened on December 31, 2007 to begin collecting the SY 2007-08 EDFacts data.  SY 2007-08 is the second year of the transition to mandatory electronic collection through EDFacts.  As illustrated in the chart of successful transmissions at the back of this newsletter, SEAs have made great progress in transitioning.     SY 2007-08 is also the first year the CCD will fully integrate with EDFacts.  EDFacts will now be assigning NCES identification numbers to all LEAs and schools.

Between now and March 2008, SEAs should concentrate on closing out the submission of 

SY 2006-07 data.  SEAs should review their state submission plans to determine what they still need to submit.  Special focus should be placed on submitting the graduation and dropout files needed for the CCD Data and the accountability and performance files which will be used in multiple studies this spring.

The state submission plans for SY 2007-08 will be distributed this month.  SEAs should review the results of the SY 2006-07 submission plan as well as commitments in their states transition agreement in planning the SY 2007-08 submissions.  SEAs may also want to review section 5.3  of the EDFacts Workbook on the relationship of the files to each other and section 13 on the transformation of legacy collections.

In planning priorities, SEAs should focus first on the files used for the CCD (e.g. Membership N/X052), next on its EDFacts-only IDEA files, and then on its mandatory prepopulation files for the CSPR (e.g Student Performance and AYP files).  The priorities can be summed up as membership, performance and accountability, with “membership” representing the CCD and EDFacts-only IDEA commitments and “performance and accountability” representing the CSPR commitments. 

There is a lot of work to be done to make SY 2007-08 a successful year of transition to mandatory collection and to ensure the full merger of the CCD with EDFacts, however, states have proven themselves to be highly effective in the EDFacts efforts to date.

SY 2006-07 Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) Online Data Collection

The SY 2006-07 CSPR data collection is well underway and states are again using the online collection tool housed in EDFacts to accomplish this goal.  As of this publication, states are in the process of submitting their SY 2006-07 Part II data to ED. 

Concurrently, ED program offices have begun a review of the Part I data that states certified by December 28, 2008.  ED will send states a compilation of questions and concerns (e.g., omissions, data quality) about their Part I data by mid-February, 2008.  Then the Part I submission system will reopen for a small window of time (February 25 through March 7) for states to resubmit and recertify their Part I data.  

This process will be repeated in processing the Part II data.  States should expect to receive feedback from ED on Part II data quality issues around the end of March, and the system will reopen for Part II changes only during April.

Once data from each Part of the CSPR is finalized, ED will post state PDFs on the ED Web site.

Merger of Common Core of Data (CCD) with EDFacts
Significant progress continues in merging the Common Core of Data (CCD) with the EDFacts collection.  The SY 2006-07 CCD collection submitted through EDFacts is complete and the 

SY 2007-08 collection has begun.   The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) will publish the SY 2006-07 data in the summer. 
Transformation of IDEA Data Collections to EDFacts
Congratulations go out to new states that have met ED’s strict criteria to become EDFacts-only submitters of data that are required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Currently states report six of the seven IDEA data collections via EDFacts: (1) child count, (2) personnel, 

(3) educational environments, (4) exiting, 

(5) discipline, and (6) assessments.

ED just completed a first-round congruency analysis of states’ IDEA personnel and discipline data.  This was the first time that 40 states submitted their special education personnel data to both EDFacts and OSEP in order to become EDFacts-only submitters.  Twenty-one (21) states (AK, AR, CA, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, KY, LA, MA, MI, MS, NC, NE, OR, PR, RI, SD, VA, WI) were newly approved to submit their SY 2007-08 special education personnel data exclusively via EDFacts.  This is a significant accomplishment! We anticipate that many of the remaining states will qualify in the near future after they conduct their own data quality activities and re-submit these data for another round of congruency analysis.

Ten states (AK, AR, FL, HI, ID, KY, MA, MT, OR, PA, SD) of the 35 states that submitted their special education discipline data for congruency analysis achieved EDFacts-only submitter status.  The discipline data are some of the most complex of the IDEA data to report. As with the personnel data, we anticipate that many of the remaining states will qualify as EDFacts-only submitters after they conduct their own data quality activities and resubmit these data for another round of congruency analysis.

Finally, three more states (HI, MS, OH) are now qualified to submit their SY 2007-08 exiting data exclusively via EDFacts.  That brings the total number of states that are qualified as EDFacts-only submitters for exiting to 37.

States are truly embracing the transformation of the IDEA data collection from the legacy system to EDFacts.  We encourage the remaining states to also become EDFacts-only IDEA data submitters in the coming year. On February 20, EDFacts and OSEP will conduct a Web Ex training session on the process ED uses to compare state IDEA data and approve a state as an EDFacts-only submitter.  Both EDFacts and IDEA Part B data managers are invited to participate.

2006 Civil Rights Data Collection  (CRDC)

The Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) is a biennial survey, generally conducted during the spring of odd-numbered years and covering some data items from the prior school year and some data items from the current school year.  

For the past few months, the Performance Information Management Service (PIMS) and the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) have been processing the data from the 2006 CRDC, which completed collection in July 2007 with an unprecedented 100% of schools and districts in the sample responding. That includes almost 6,000 districts and more than 60,000 schools.  Data from the 2006 CRDC became available to ad hoc users of EDFacts in November and ED is in the process now of developing preformatted reports that will soon be available to all Department EDFacts licensees.  Additionally, 2006 data became available to the public in December 2007 via OCR’s analysis tool. The URL for that site is:  http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html?src=rt.

PIMS and OCR are already beginning plans for the 2008 CRDC.  Districts to be included in the sample will be identified later this spring and the process of verifying their school list will begin in August.  The data items to be collected in the 2008 CRDC were included in the EDFacts SY 2007-08 clearance package and are the same as those collected for the 2006 CRDC.  The data will primarily be collected directly from school districts, as in the past.  However, state data offices can reduce the effort for their districts that are selected for the sample by providing some of the data items from the state level.  Please contact PIMS if you are interested in exploring the feasibility of doing that. For the 2006 CRDC, Florida provided all CRDC data for their districts from the state office and West Virginia provided much of the data for their districts from the state office.

The CRDC is a legislatively mandated survey that has been collected from a sample of school districts biennially since 1968.  The CRDC provides data on key education and civil rights issues in our nation's public schools for use by ED's Office for Civil Rights and other ED offices as well as policymakers and researchers outside of ED.  The CRDC collects information about students in public schools, including enrollment, educational services and academic proficiency results, disaggregated by race/ethnicity, sex, limited English proficiency and disability.
Electronic Application System for Indian Education (EASIE)

The Formula Grant EASIE system is now the standard system for receiving and processing Title VII Indian Education Formula Grant applications; and 

the Department is beginning the second year of implementation.  Second-year implementation will provide a number of enhancements, including improved handling of multi-district (consortium) applications, increased edit checks to improve the quality of the submissions, better instructions to applicants, and an improved approach to coordinating benchmark data with project objectives. 

The application cycle for SY 2008–09 funds began in December 2007, and the first phase, in which applicant entities provide their student count information, ended on January 31, with 1,285 entities applying, representing 1,451 distinct local education agencies.  The Office of Indian Education is presently reviewing the student count information and calculating allocations.  Applicants whose student count is validated will have the opportunity beginning in late March to submit their objectives, prior student performance information, and budget through the second phase of Formula Grant EASIE.
Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX)

The Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) was launched on September 28, 2007.  MSIX's primary mission is to facilitate the national exchange of educational records for migrant children in order to ensure their accurate and timely school enrollment, grade/course placement, and accrual of credits. 

The records for migrant children are associated with schools which are associated with school districts.  To ensure that the schools and school districts reconcile with EDFacts, the information in the MSIX on schools and local education agencies (school districts) will come from EDFacts.  When State files with student information are submitted to MSIX, the references to schools and school districts in those files are compared to the data on schools and school districts already provided by EDFacts.  When the state data on schools or school districts in the file does not match the data provided by EDFacts, a discrepancy report is produced.  The discrepancy report will list the school or districts in the MSIX file that did not match to data previously supplied by EDFacts.  

The MSIX coordinator may need to work with the state's EDFacts coordinator to resolve the errors because changes to the school or school district data in MSIX can only be made through EDFacts.  

EDFacts will be providing data to MSIX at least quarterly, possibly more often if needed. While this approach may initially seem burdensome, the use of EDFacts data as the source data for school and school districts will prevent in the future MSIX and EDFacts from having two different sets of schools and school districts.  Many will recognize this as a master (or reference) data management approach.   Master data is the data on the essential entities of an organization.  For a business, the master data would include its suppliers, products, and customers.  For the U.S. Department of Education, master data includes the schools and school districts.    

EDFacts has taken a similar approach with the Charter Schools Program. The Charter School Program collected data from SEAs on which charter schools received federal grants from the Charter School Program grants that are administered by the SEAs.  The lists of schools provided by the SEAs were then reconciled to the schools reported in EDFacts as charter schools.

Summary Timetable for

EDFacts  Data Submissions

Below is a listing of known data submission dates for the family of EDFacts data sources.  This timetable is provided so SEAs can plan for upcoming submissions and also be continuously aware of any dates that may have passed, for which data are still expected.

Mandatory Submissions 

	COLLECTION
	OPENS
	CLOSES/

DUE DATE

	EDFacts

SY 2006-07
	
	

	Close out (CCD files 32,40,102,122)
	9/07
	2/08

	EDFacts

SY 2007-08
	12/07
	2/09

	Early
	1/08
	4/08

	Middle
	2/08
	6/08

	End
	6/08
	9/08

	Close out
	9/08
	2/09


Early Adopters 

	COLLECTION
	OPENS
	CLOSES/

DUE DATE

	IDEA SY 2007-08
	
	

	  Exiting
	@ 4/08
	11/01/08

	  Discipline
	@ 4/08
	11/01/08

	  Personnel
	@ 4/08
	11/01/08

	  Assessment
	@ 4/08
	2/1/09


Other Data Submissions

	EASIE Part II

(project information)

SY 2008-09
	03/21/08
	04/23/08


In addition to the above opening and closing dates for data collections, each SEA should submit its full submission plan and complete revisions, as appropriate.  

21st Annual MIS Conference: February 27-29, 2008 in San Francisco

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) with the California Department of Education will host the 21st annual MIS conference February 27th through the 29th.  The EDFacts team has prepared ten hours of presentations on topics such as successfully collecting the Common Core of Data (CCD) and the Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) through the EDEN Submission System and implementing the School Interoperability Framework and the new requirements for collecting and reporting racial and ethnic data.  On Friday morning of the conference, the EDFacts team will conduct a two-hour training session covering all of the issues about the school year (SY) 2006-07 and 2007-08 EDFacts data collections.

*FINAL 2007 EDFacts SUBMISSION UPDATE*

From January 2007 through December 2007 total transmissions of data from the states increased significantly.  These targeted efforts mean more data for states as well as the Department to use for planning, policymaking and management.  The table below depicts successful transmissions from January through December of 2007:
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                       The current top state submitters of FY 2006-07 data are:



              
Delaware    North Carolina         Oregon

                
Kansas        Kentucky                 Georgia




EDFacts is a U. S. Department of Education (ED) initiative designed to collect and place state- reported K through 12 education performance data at the center of policy, management and budget decisions. EDFacts centralizes performance data supplied by K through 12 state education agencies (SEAs) with other data assets within the Department, such as financial grant information, to encourage improved analysis and use of data. This initiative is targeted to improve state data capabilities by providing resources and technical assistance; reduce the burden of duplicative collections placed on states and districts; and streamline data practices at the federal, state, and local levels.





Please continue to use the Partner Support Center (PSC) for any challenges you may encounter during transmissions.  The Center’s hours of operation are 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday, and the telephone number is:


877-457-3336 (877-HLP-EDEN)
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