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Three-Year Approval Provided by OMB for the

SY 2007-08 EDFacts Data Collection

The SY 2007-08 EDFacts data collection package, which requested a three-year approval from the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) for the EDFacts collection (through SY 2010), was approved by OMB on October 17, 2007.  The first 60-day public comment period for the SY 2007-08 paperwork clearance package ended on July 10, 2007.  The Department reviewed the comments and responded in Attachment E that was made available for the second 30-day public comment period beginning on August 9, 2007.  More than half of the states provided additional public comments that were incorporated into the final mandatory 2007-08 EDFacts data collection. 

Race/Ethnicity Guidance Published
On October 19, 2007, the Department of Education published its final guidance in the Federal Register on the collection, maintenance, and reporting of racial and ethnic data for education programs.  This guidance requires education institutions and other recipients of federal education program funds to allow students, teachers, staff and other data providers to identify themselves in more than one racial category.  It also provides requirements for reporting the aggregation of these data to the Department. To view this guidance, please go to: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a071019c.html.  Then scroll down to "Education Department" and "Reports and guidance documents; availability, etc.: Racial and ethnic data standards; collection and reporting requirements, 59266–59279 [E7–20613]."
SY 2006-07 Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR)

Part I of the SY 2006-07 CSPR collection opens on November 15, 2007 for states to begin entering their data.  Part II of the CSPR opens on January 22, 2008.  The following enhancements have been incorporated into the CSPR collection tool: (1) a table of contents, (2) standardized formatting, (3) an automated calculation of percentages and totals, (4) definitions in the introduction of each section, (5) a comma inserted in numeric values, and (6) the prepopulation of certification contact information.  Additional edit checks, built into the online CSPR collection tool to include more program areas and increased complexity of the edits (beyond year-to-year changes), are expected to reduce questions between the program offices and the states about the quality of the data reported in the CSPR.

Another feature of the SY 2006-07 CSPR collection is the prepopulation of data from EDFacts.  Sixteen questions across both Parts I and II have been identified for mandatory EDFacts prepopulation. That means that a state must submit data for specific CSPR questions (e.g., participation in state No Child Left Behind (NCLB) assessments, Title I accountability, student achievement, and student participation in Title I programs) through EDFacts in order for these data to appear in the state's CSPR.  These data cannot be overridden in the CSPR.  Forty-three CSPR questions will be initially prepopulated by EDFacts, with the opportunity for a state to override the data within the CSPR tool.  The remainder of the CSPR questions will be manually input by the state (e.g., narrative fields and data not suited for collection by EDFacts).
Common Core of Data (CCD) 

Significant progress continues in merging the Common Core of Data (CCD) with the EDFacts collection.  Many state education agencies (SEAs) have prioritized the submission of SY 2006-07 CCD data through the EDEN Submission System (ESS).   The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) will publish the SY 2006-07 data in the spring.  
Additional IDEA Data Collections to be Transitioned
States have been working diligently to become "EDFacts-only" submitters for three of the data collections required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  More than 30 states are approved as EDFacts-only submitters for at least one IDEA collection. Twenty-nine states are cleared to submit their child count, educational environment, and exiting data through EDFacts exclusively. 

This fall, states will also have the opportunity to become EDFacts-only submitters for two other IDEA data collections (Personnel (Table 2) and Discipline (Table 6)).  The congruency analysis process, which compares the IDEA data submitted through DANS (the legacy system) with the same data submitted through EDFacts, will  determine which states become EDFacts-only submitters.   Many states have also successfully submitted LEA and school-level child count and IDEA educational environment and exiting data at the LEA level.  This more detailed data will provide ED with important information about the implementation of special education and related services for children with disabilities who receive services under IDEA.

Collaborative efforts between the states’ EDFacts coordinators and the IDEA data managers have proven successful.  We anticipate that additional states will become EDFacts-only submitters, hopefully for five of the IDEA data collections.

Civil Rights Data Collection  (CRDC)

The Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC), which collected information on SY 2005–06 and    SY 2006–07 was completed the first week of July 2007, with an unprecedented 100% of schools and districts in the sample responding with complete surveys and the earliest completion date for the survey as a whole.  The sample included 5,929 districts and more than 60,000 schools. Work is presently underway to make the SY 2006 and prior years’ data available via EDFacts and to develop state and national projections for SY 2006 based on the responses from the sampled schools and districts.

The CRDC is a legislatively mandated survey that has collected data from a sample of school districts biennially since 1968.  The EDEN Survey Tool (EST) was used to collect the SY 2004 and SY 2006 data directly from school districts in the sample.  Over the next several months, ED will be seeking input from stakeholders in regard to an appropriate transition of CRDC data groups to the EDEN Submission System.  The National Forum on Education Statistics is establishing a CRDC forum working group for this purpose. Meanwhile, ED has determined that states will not need to address the CRDC transition in their SY 2007-08 transition plans and that full transition would not take place any sooner than SY 2012-13.

Indian Education Data Collection (EASIE)

Applications for SY 2007–08 funds under the Indian Education Formula Grant Program (Title VII of the ESEA) were received and processed by the new Web system known as Formula Grant Electronic Application System for Indian Education—Formula Grant EASIE.  Grants awarded to 1,242 LEAs and tribes on July 1, 2007, were based on reviewed and fully approved applications with final award amounts, rather than estimates as was necessary under the prior paper process.  The EASIE process significantly reduced burden for both applicants and ED.

The Formula Grant EASIE system is now the standard system for receiving and processing Title VII formula grant applications and will be used again for SY 2008-09.  One improvement will be a more efficient online registration process for LEAs and tribes that expect to apply for SY 2008-09 funds.  Applicants who received SY 2007-08 awards will find their contact information prepopulated in the registration Web site, but will need to verify and/or update that information before their password is issued or reactivated.  LEAs or tribes who did not receive a grant for SY 2007-08 must enter their contact information in order to receive access to the application site for SY 2008-09.  We expect the registration site to open the first week of November 2007.  

The application submission process is in two parts.  Part I collects student count data, which determines both the eligibility of the LEA or tribe and the amount of their award.  Part I is scheduled to open on December 10, 2007, and to close on January 31, 2008.  Part II requires applicants to identify their project objectives and to provide prior student performance information and budget plans.  Part II is scheduled to open February 25, 2008 and to close April 4, 2008.

Summary Timetable for

EDFacts’ Data Submissions

Below is a listing of known data submission dates for the family of EDFacts data sources.  This timetable is provided so SEAs can plan for upcoming submissions and also be continuously aware of any dates that may have passed, for which data are still expected.
Mandatory Submissions 

	COLLECTION
	OPENS
	CLOSES/

DUE DATE

	EDFacts

SY 2006-07
	1/07
	1/08

	End (CSPR files 3, 75-81)
	6/07
	11/07

	Close out (CCD files 32,40,102,122)
	9/07
	1/08


Early Adopters 

	COLLECTION
	OPENS
	CLOSES/

DUE DATE

	IDEA exiting data

SY 2006-07
	9/07
	11/1/07

	IDEA child count and environment data

SY 2007-08
	1/08
	2/1/08


Other Data Submissions

	EASIE registration
	11/1/07
	11/30/07

	EASIE Part I 

(student count)

SY 2008-09
	12/10/07
	01/31/08

	EASIE Part II

(project information)

SY 2008-09
	02/25/08
	04/04/08


In addition to the above opening and closing dates for data collections, each SEA should submit its full submission plan and complete revisions, as appropriate.  

Summer Forum and Data Conference (STATS-DC 2007) July 25-27, 2007 Highly Attended

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Summer Data Conference provide an excellent opportunity for professional networking, updates on federal and national activities affecting data collection and reporting, and the dissemination of information about the best new approaches in collecting, reporting, and using education statistics. Half-day training sessions were convened for CCD Fiscal and Nonfiscal Data Coordinators, presentations on NCES's survey and assessment programs, and overviews of developing statewide longitudinal data systems. 

2007 EDFacts Coordinators’ Training

October 22-24 in Los Angeles, CA

Forty-nine states plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico are sending representatives to the annual fall training sessions, held in Los Angeles on October 22-24, 2007.  The main conference sessions are: EDFacts Updates, the 2007-08 EDFacts Data Set, Gathering Data and Managing Submissions, Submitting and Processing the Data, Understanding the End Result of Data Submission, and Organizing and Monitoring the Work.  There will also be elective sessions on using XML and SIF standards in state data submission.
*FINAL 2007 EDFacts SUBMISSION UPDATE*

From October 2006 through September 2007 total transmissions of data from the states increased tremendously.  These targeted efforts continue to make the new submission system a success.  The table below displays the successful transmissions for the most current time period.
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Successful Transmissions


For SY 2005-06 and SY 2006-07 the top five submitters were:

SY 2005-06



 
SY 2006-07

Delaware




Kentucky

North Carolina



New Hampshire

Virginia




Kansas

Kansas





Alabama

Missouri




Delaware                           




EDFacts is a U. S. Department of Education (ED) initiative designed to collect and place state- reported K through 12 education performance data at the center of policy, management and budget decisions. EDFacts centralizes performance data supplied by K through 12 state education agencies (SEAs) with other data assets within the Department, such as financial grant information, to encourage improved analysis and use of data. This initiative is targeted to improve state data capabilities by providing resources and technical assistance; reduce the burden of duplicative collections placed on states and districts; and streamline data practices at the federal, state, and local levels.





Please continue to use the Partner Support Center (PSC) for any challenges you may encounter during transmissions.  The Center’s hours of operation are 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday, and the telephone number is:


877-457-3336 (877-HLP-EDEN)
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