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A Note From the Director,

Performance Information Management Service

As we reach the midway point of 2008, the attention at the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on EDFacts data continues to grow.  At the Spring EDFacts Coordinators Meeting in early June, we convened a panel representing the Offices of Legislative and Congressional Affairs, Elementary and Secondary Education, the Deputy Secretary's Office and Program and Policy Study Services.  Each of these offices has been digging into the data provided by State Education Agencies through the EDEN Submission System.  And they are not alone.  Studies done by NCES, annual measures calculated for the Charter Schools Office, and informal studies to support the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 2008 regulatory proposal are all being carried out using EDFacts data.  

The desire of federal policy and program experts to use EDFacts in their decisionmaking, program management and annual performance ratings, has placed an even greater importance on the EDFacts Transition Agreements.   Our program office data stewards have reviewed the proposed agreements and are engaged in calls with states during July and August to help them finalize the Transition Agreements.  When finished, the collective set of agreements will finally allow program offices to make collection and information usage decisions based upon one definitive answer to the question: "When will my data be available through EDFacts?"

The increased usage of data within EDFacts also continues to bring to light questions about data quality.  Sometimes these questions relate to the historical data that were collected through a process that did not fully utilize EDFacts, and sometimes the questions are about the EDFacts data themselves.  For three years the Office of Special Education Programs has been studying the quality of IDEA data submitted to EDFacts.  There are also now three years of Web-collected Consolidated State Performance Report data in EDFacts that are being studied for alignment and discrepancy with data supplied through the EDEN Submission System.  The Office for Civil Rights is also looking into the alignment between data collected directly from LEAs through its Civil Rights Data Collection and the data submitted by SEAs into EDFacts. 

Transition Agreements.  Increased data usage. Studies on data quality.  There's a lot going on right now, and we haven't even mentioned the earlier timelines on the SY 2007-08 nonfiscal Common Core of Data, or the improved business rules and edit checks within the system.  We recognize that it is for all these reasons that state education agencies have been asking for help.  The SEA’s role as a collector, manager and reporter of large amounts of educational performance and demographic data has changed drastically in the past 10 years.  ED has already funded the installation or improvement of statewide longitudinal data systems in 27 states, and we are currently collecting applications for a third round of awards.  We are also working in conjunction 

with NCES to expand a cooperative agreement for participating states,  by providing $80,000 per state to develop and implement a plan to improve accurate and timely EDFacts reporting.  This is truly an exciting time for EDFacts.  We will be sharing more information on all these topics at the NCES Summer Data Conference in Bethesda, Maryland on July 30, 31 and August 1, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

With best regards, 

Ross Santy

Funds for State EDFacts Data Coordinators
State education agencies (SEAs) who have contracts in place with the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) for NAEP coordination activities should soon receive special task orders under those contracts for improving their EDFacts data submission processes and systems in 2008-09.  The task orders will be sent from the U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) Contracts Office to the SEA EDFacts Coordinators this summer. Requirements of the task order will include preparing a plan for long-term improvement of SEA systems and processes to provide more timely and complete EDFacts data, and submitting a final report on implementation efforts. The task order will outline specific results that are expected as a result of the improvement efforts, including completed submission plans on file with ED and the timely submission of critical NCLB data files.  The plans will be due in late October, and the final reports will be due in August 2009. Payments totaling $80,000 per state will be made upon receipt and approval of deliverables. Contact Deborah Newby of the Performance Information Management Service (PIMS) at 202-205-2057 for further information.
Transition Agreements

In school year (SY) 2008-09, all 52 SEAs are  required to fully report their education data through EDFacts. States must have formal Transition Agreements that detail which data will be submitted to EDFacts this year and which data files will not come in to ED through EDFacts until next year. Each SEA has submitted a draft Transition Agreement to the U.S. Department of Education and received preliminary feedback from ED. Conversations between ED and the SEAs about the content of these agreements will continue throughout the summer. The EDFacts team is hopeful that all key concerns will be properly addressed by the end of summer so the Transition Agreements can be formally approved by ED and committed to by the Chief State School Officer in each SEA.

SY 2007-08 Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) 

Data Collection

The Department is requesting public comments on new or substantially revised questions to the 

SY 2007-08 Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR).  Overall, 15 new and six substantially revised questions are being proposed.  Additionally, 12 questions have been deleted.  Two items are of particular interest to those involved with EDFacts:  (1) a focused question relating to the population of the CSPR with data from EDFacts, and (2) the crosswalk of CSPR questions to EDFacts file specifications.

The focused question asks for information that will help ED determine which SY 2007-08 CSPR questions should be exclusively populated with data from EDFacts. Information submitted from both  state EDFacts coordinators and IDEA Part B data managers would be very helpful.

The crosswalk of CSPR questions to EDFacts file specifications provides for the maximum utilization of EDFacts data to populate the CSPR.  
Transition of IDEA Data Collections to EDFacts Continues
States continue their quest to provide IDEA data exclusively via EDFacts.  Since the last newsletter, additional states have been approved as EDFacts-only submitters for the following collections:  personnel (AZ, KS, MT, NV, OK, PA, TN, TX, VT, WA),  discipline (DE, GA, LA, MD, MN, TN, WY), and assessment (AL, AK, FL, GA, MD, MA, MN, MO, ND, OR, PA, SD, WI).  

These additional states bring the total number of states that are EDFacts-only submitters to: child count (N = 41), educational environments (N = 38), exiting (N = 40), personnel (N = 31), discipline (N = 18), and assessment (N = 13).

Seven states (Alaska, Hawaii, Georgia, Massachusetts, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota) have been approved as EDFacts-only submitters for the 6 IDEA data collections currently included in EDFacts.  This is a major accomplishment. Hats off to the state data teams that worked collaboratively to ensure high levels of data quality!

Civil Rights Data Collection  (CRDC)

The Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) is a biennial survey, generally conducted during the spring of odd-numbered years, includes some data items from the prior school year and some data items from the current school year.  During the fall of odd-numbered years and the spring of the following even-numbered year, data from the prior collection are processed and made available in a variety of formats.  For example, the 2006 CRDC was collected in the spring of 2007, included some data for the spring of SY 2005-06 and some data for the fall of SY 2006-07.  These data were processed and released during the fall of 2007 and the spring of 2008.

Data as collected in the 2006 CRDC became available to ED Ad Hoc users of EDFacts in November 2007; data suppressed for small cell size became available to the public in December 2007 via OCR’s analysis tool; the URL for that site is:  http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html?src=rt.  State and national projections were published in March 2008 and the URL for these data is: http://ocrdata.ed.gov/ocr2006rv30/.  The Time Series, containing data for 1968 – 2006 from the CRDC and its predecessor survey, is complete and available from ED’s Office for Civil Rights.

In April 2008, PIMS established the CRDC workgroup, composed of six state education agency (SEA) representatives and six local education agency (LEA) representatives who have a working knowledge of the CRDC.  The purpose of the workgroup is to provide ED with input on how the CRDC might be improved in future years.  The group met in April and July 2008 and a third meeting is scheduled for September.  Members include:  Charlotte Bogner (Kansas Department of Education), Duke Burgess (Omaha Public Schools, NE), Jim Parsons (Humble Independent School District, TX), Linda Rocks (Bossier Parish Schools, LA), Sean Millard (Florida Department of Education), Doug Meyer (Tucson Unified School District, AZ), Bethann Canada (Virginia Department of Education), Arlene Thompson (Boston Public Schools, MA), Ted Vernon (Minnesota Department of Education), Andrew Waskiewicz (California Department of Education), and Amy Nowell (Chicago Public Schools, IL), and Tom Ogle (Missouri Department of Education).

Plans are beginning for the 2008 CRDC.  Districts to be included in the sample will be identified later early this fall and the process of verifying their school lists will begin shortly thereafter.  The data items to be collected in the 2008 CRDC were included in the EDFacts 2007-08 clearance package and are the same as those collected for the 2006 CRDC.  

The CRDC is a legislatively mandated survey that has been collected from a sample of school districts biennially since 1968.  The CRDC provides data on key education and civil rights issues in our nation's public schools for use by ED's Office for Civil Rights and other ED offices as well as policymakers and researchers outside of ED.  The CRDC collects information about students in public schools, including enrollment, educational services and academic proficiency results, disaggregated by race/ethnicity, sex, limited English proficiency and disability.

Electronic Application System for Indian Education (EASIE)

The formula grant EASIE system is now the standard system for receiving and processing Title VII Indian Education Formula Grant applications; and the Department has just completed the second year of implementation for grants for SY 2008 - 09.  The SY 2008 – 09 process provided a number of enhancements, including improved handling of multi-district (consortium) applications, increased edit checks to improve the quality of the submissions, better instructions to applicants, and an improved approach to coordinating benchmark data with project objectives. 

By the target award date of July 1, 2008, OIE had received, reviewed, and fully approved all 1,275 applications representing 1,489 individual LEAs, using online tools that made the process easier for both applicants and OIE staff.  Grant awards were made on July 1.  Five management reports provide OIE staff with a full record of the applicants' progress through the process as well as their Indian student count, grant allocation, and contact information.  Five program reports reflecting two years of Title VII application data are live on EDFacts and allow all ED EDFacts users to obtain information for their selection of grantees regarding topics such as state assessment results, objectives, budget, types of personnel funded, unexpended funds, and more.

The process for applying for SY 2009-10 Title VII Indian Education Formula Grants through EASIE will begin in early September with online registration for access to the application software.  All applicants from the last two years will receive e-mail notification of the opening and closing dates for the registration Web site.

Summary Timetable for

EDFacts  Data Submissions

Below is a listing of known data submission dates for the family of EDFacts data sources.  This timetable is provided so SEAs can plan for upcoming submissions and also be continuously aware of any dates that may have passed, for which data are still expected.

Mandatory Submissions 

	COLLECTION
	OPENS
	CLOSES/

DUE DATE

	EDFacts

SY 2007-08
	12/07
	2/09

	End
	6/08
	9/08

	Close out
	9/08
	2/09


Early Adopters 

	COLLECTION
	OPENS
	CLOSES/

DUE DATE

	IDEA SY 2007-08
	
	

	  Exiting (Close Out)
	9/08
	11/01/08

	  Discipline (End)
	8/08
	11/01/08

	  Personnel
	6/08
	11/01/08

	  Assessment
	8/08
	2/1/09


NCES Summer Data Conference:

July 30 - August 1, 2008 

Bethesda, Maryland

The PIMS EDFacts team will again sponsor a strand of presentations at the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Summer Data Conference in Bethesda, Maryland from July 30 through August 1, 2008.  In addition to the usual annual updates on the EDFacts collection schedules, policies, data definitions, and the family of EDFacts data sources including the Consolidated State Performance Reports, the Civil Rights Data Collection, and the Electronic Application System for Indian Education.  The EDFacts presentations will also cover issues relating to data governance, data usage, data quality, data models, data reports, and special education data.  There will also be a presentation of the planned interconnectivity of EDFacts with the State Education Data Center (SEDC).

EDFacts Fall Training Conference:

September 24-26, 2008 

Denver, Colorado

The EDFacts Fall Training Meeting will be held at The Curtis Hotel http://www.thecurtis.com in Denver, Colorado from September 24-26, 2008.  Initial plans are to offer elective sessions in the morning of September 24, with the opening meeting starting at noon with lunch.  More information about this meeting will be sent to the EDFacts state coordinators in August.   Please contact Amanda Miller at amandam@ccsso.org  if you have any questions about this meeting.
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*2006-08 EDFacts TRANSMISSION UPDATE*
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EDFacts is a U. S. Department of Education (ED) initiative designed to collect and place state- reported K through 12 education performance data at the center of policy, management and budget decisions. EDFacts centralizes performance data supplied by K through 12 state education agencies (SEAs) with other data assets within the Department, such as financial grant information, to encourage improved analysis and use of data. This initiative is targeted to improve state data capabilities by providing resources and technical assistance; reduce the burden of duplicative collections placed on states and districts; and streamline data practices at the federal, state, and local levels.











Successful transmissions through June by year:


            2435             3677             5073





The Way I See It


"With No Child Left Behind, we know what's working in schools and what's not and where students are falling behind.  We've reached an important crossroads.  Will we leverage the information we have to challenge the fundamental structures, customize instruction, and use time and people more effectively?  Or will we go back to the ostrich approach -- sticking our heads in the sand while problems multiply?  Instead of turning our backs on students and teachers, we must defend the core principles of accountability.  And we must use data and research to create innovative solutions to our most pressing problems."


Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings (7/1/08), at the Education Commission of the States' National Forum on Education Policy
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Successful Transmissions by Year





From 2006 to 2008, for the time period of January to June, the number of successful data transmissions by the states has more than doubled.  Congratulations go to the state data coordinators for their outstanding work!














Providing Accurate and Timely Data on the Effectiveness of Educational Programs
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