Statement Regarding National Mathematics Advisory Panel

For those of you who are not familiar with the Benjamin Banneker Association, Inc., we are an organization of mathematicians/mathematics educators who act as advocates for the mathematics education of African American students.  Our organization has just celebrated its 20th Anniversary. 

The Benjamin Banneker Association recognizes that the work of the National Mathematics Advisory Panel empowered by the President is an important one and would like to offer all of our support and resources to assist in that work.

We would like to call the panel’s attention to two recent national summit experiences that have resulted in the reframing of the multidimensional nature of Black student achievement outcomes in mathematics. These were the NSF-funded summit organized by the National Association of Black School Educators (NABSE) and the Benjamin Banneker Association held in Washington, DC in October 2004; and another NSF-funded initiative, the First Annual Research Symposium: Optimizing Mathematical Achievement for All Students, organized by the Maryland Institute for Minority Achievement in Education in September 2004;

The conclusions reached at the DC summit posited that the optimization of African American student achievement is hindered by fundamental forces which include (a) faulty notions about African American students and their experiences; (b) resistance to equity notions in reform because of the protection of privilege; (c) confusion about the nature of mathematics and mathematics teaching; and (d) misinformation and miscommunication between the various stakeholders.  Similarly findings from the Maryland symposium echoed the challenge of having teachers question and reform their existing pedagogy; and (2) the need for research to include critical social and political inquiry as an essential component of mathematics reform.  As a result, the Benjamin Banneker Association, Inc. has written an Algebra Position Paper which can be found on our website (http://www.bannekermath.org).

Practitioners within in our organization have also echoed the need to address the gap in quality of instruction that African American students receive in comparison to other groups; and the persistence of policy factors like tracking, inequitable resource allocation, and special education classifications which disproportionately impact access and opportunity. Additionally, the mathematics education community has largely failed to systemically utilize research on exemplary instruction for African American students and students from different cultural backgrounds.

We understand that the panel will be examining how research might be best used to guide the teaching and learning of mathematics. We believe that it will be necessary for the panel to examine more closely how research might build on what has been learned over the last two years regarding issues in the school mathematics of African American children.

We offer our greatest support to these important efforts.
