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First, I would like to thank each member of the panel for accepting the responsibility described in the Executive Order.  As my Mother would say, “you’ve got your work cut out for you.”  And I lift you in prayer.  

After several years of teaching developmental mathematics courses and a year of doing the undergraduate and graduate level teacher preparation courses in mathematics, I chose to leave the university and embark on an alternative approach to improving mathematics education.   On January 25, 1992 the Neighborhood Math Place, Inc. (NMP) was born.  It was primarily a response to the call to foster more positive results in the mathematics education of African American children.  Yet for me personally, it also represented an effort of self-determination in meeting the needs of the African American community.  

From 1992 to 1996, the NMP center provided opportunities for mathematics learning and teaching for students and teachers alike.  In summary, services included five days of access to help to increase users’ mathematics knowledge, skills and understanding; workshops to demystify math and foster more positive attitudes about users’ ability to learn and do mathematics; ACT college entrance exam preparation workshops; activities to raise community awareness about the need for mathematics education reform; and working with other organizations and individuals in the community to improve the lives of our children, families, community and world.  The services of the NMP touched more than 3000 students and teachers over the 4.5 years of operation, of which approximately 400 received repeat services.   Though the NMP received funds through its nominal fee for services, two local grants (Greater New Orleans Foundation and Hibernia Bank), and fundraising drives; it did not grow financially in its capacity as a business which provided service in the teaching and learning of mathematics.  The insufficient growth of the Neighborhood Math Place was probably due to a combination of factors.  Yet the three most likely were the lack of outside funding, the absence of a business plan for the NMP’s development and the director’s resistance to charge service fees congruent with the market rate.

There are likely other community-based programs like the Neighborhood Math Place, Inc. operating in the country and producing very successful results in students’ learning of mathematics, particularly with African American children.  And like the NMP during its time, these programs are not linked with a university, local or state initiative that could potentially help them to produce the scientific evidence to assess their efforts.  Thus valuable information is lost that might distinguish “the conditions of evidence” (recognized by Mr. Boykin) and clarify “interpretation based on human frailty” (expressed by Mr. Gersten).  

The work of the Panel will ultimately produce the information that directs funding streams.  And to the degree that the information on the work of successful alternative programming is missing, such programs continue to be among the neglected efforts that improve mathematics education.

One means by which this Panel might produce something different is to recommend that there be an intentional effort made to identify successful community-based programs that operate below the radar.  And I further suggest that the panel recommends that such programs be financially supported to enhance the quality of their programming and to produce the scientific evidence that might encourage replication of their success.   

Thank you.

Respectfully yours,
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