National Math Panel Emailed Public Comments

Requests for Information and Offers of Assistance

(The following emails appear in reverse chronological order from June 2007 to May 2006.)

	Date
	Author
	Subject

	May 01, 2007
	McLoughlin, Padraig
	ADA

	March 12, 2007
	Pappalardo, Domenic
	Algebra

	March 07, 2007
	Roby, Rebecca
	math now initiative

	February 28, 2007
	Migdal, Paul 
	Math Panel

	February 07, 2007
	Pelletier, Peg
	Singapore Math Training

	January 11, 2007
	Dicicco, G
	Learning Disabled in Mathematics!!!

	November 16, 2006
	Rotman, Jack
	Location suggestion for Meeting 7, 8 or 9

	November 14, 2006
	Harte, Willis
	Math Book

	October 26, 2006
	Shacter, John
	Panel Composition And Mission

	October 05, 2006
	Daniel, Ann Trump
	Virtual introduction--Shared concerns

	September 22, 2006
	Burger, Jane
	Looking for an old method of teaching subtraction

	September 20, 2006
	Cafferty, Joumana
	Best program(s)

	July 07, 2006
	Groth, Randall
	Evidence Standards

	July 04, 2006
	Lester, Frank
	Letter to Drs. Faulkner and Benbow

	June 14, 2006
	Klein, David
	Re: teaching math

	June 09, 2006
	Bird, Jim
	question

	May 24, 2006
	Granger, Chuck
	Question

	May 20, 2006
	Patton, Charles
	You must get this math teacher on your panel!

	May 15, 2006
	Braun, Gabriel
	About NMP Membership


-----Original Message-----
From: mcloughl@kutztown.edu [mailto:mcloughl@kutztown.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, May 01, 2007 4:05 PM
To: National Math Panel
Subject: ADA
To Whom It May Concern:

Does the ADA require accommodation for 'math anxiety' and, if so, what accommodation is required?

 

Thank you,

Dr. Padraig McLoughlin 
Department of Mathematics  
Kutztown University 
 
 

-----Original Message-----
From: domenic pappalardo [mailto:domenic_999@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2007 6:29 PM
To: Flawn, Tyrrell
Subject: algebra
Hello,
 My name is Domenic.
For the past three years I have been teaching algebra in high schools. The method I use took over ten years to develop. Students I teach, learn algebra in less than two hours.
Would your office care to sit in on a class?
                                 Domenic
-----Original Message-----

From: Rebecca Roby [mailto:rroby@lane.k12.or.us]

Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2007 1:08 PM

To: Flawn, Tyrrell

Subject: math now initiative

Good morning - I am looking for information related to the Math Now 

initiative and specifically whether a timeline has been developed for the 

release of a Math Now RFP.  Any assistance you could provide in helping me 

locate the correct contact person and/or additional specific information on 

the Math Now initiative would be very much appreciated - Thank you - 

Rebecca Roby

-----Original Message-----
From: Palmig [mailto:palmig@earthlink.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 9:11 PM
To: Graban, Jennifer
Subject: Math Panel
Dear Ms. Graban:  I am a retired attorney functioning pro bono as a non profit consultant with a particular interest in the learning gaps among income groups in elementary school and the impact on those gaps of learning transfer from and to mathematics with other subjects especially reading and music.  To that end I have been following the transcripts of hearings of the Panel.  The September 13,2006 transcript at pages 9-10 contains Dr. Clements reference to research showing that “early mathematics is predictive of . . .later achievement in literacy and reading.” ; “gaps between income groups and between nations . . . .” can be closed “ . . .using research-based developmental trajectories of mathematical concepts and skills . . . .” ; and “ . . .early geometry work leads to higher mathematics achievement in second grade, . . . higher literacy achievement and also higher IQ scores.”   At page 25 Dr. Boykin requested references to that report.  Can you provide me with those references or with copies of them if not otherwise available.  I assumed Dr. Boykin requested references to a report that covered all of the above quoted comments by Dr. Clemnents, including the transfer to reading and IQ enhancement since they are all a part of gap closing – am I correct?  Thank you very much and I apologize for the intrusion.  Paul Migdal  

-----Original Message-----

From: Peg Pelletier [mailto:rid25531@ride.ri.net]

Sent: Wednesday, February 07, 2007 12:43 PM

To: Graban, Jennifer

Cc: rid25531@ride.ri.net

Subject: Singapore Math Training

Dear Ms. Graban,

My name is Margaret Fallon Pelletier, and I am a fifth grade teacher  

in Rhode Island.  The district I work for is piloting a  

constructivist style math program, but I don't think that philosophy  

of teaching math is the most advantageous for all students.   Based  

on what I have read and the classrooms I've visited, I believe the  

Singapore math strategies to be much more effective in student  

learning. I would like to learn as much as possible about Singapore  

math in order to be a better math teacher.

This summer,  Staff Development for Educators (SDE) is presenting a 4- 

day (July 29-Aug. 2) conference on Singapore Math.  The intent of  

this conference is two-fold: first participants will be trained in  

Singapore math strategies and second they will be trained to teach  

others.  I have enrolled, but am seeking funding.  The cost is  

approximately $1,200.  Do you know of any funding sources for  

seasoned teachers?  Most of the grants I have read about are for  

students pursuing a teaching career or for institutions to improve  

teacher training.

Any time and attention you give in responding to my request is  

greatly appreciated.

Thank you,

Margaret E. Fallon Pelletier

-----Original Message-----
From: gdicicco [mailto:diciccoga@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2007 7:49 PM
To: National Math Panel
Cc: diciccoga@bellsouth.net
Subject: LEARNING DISABLED IN MATHEMATICS!!!
Hello, I'm a little confused, I would like to know if this law No Child Left Behind applies to the state of Florida? I have a learning disabled son in math, he is in the 10th grade and is on a 5th grade math leve!!! He also has some other learning issues, he is behind in his peers as well. I have meet many times with the ESE staff/department, and during our conferences have always asked about extra help in math. The only thing J.P. Taravella High School had to offer me, was places I could go for help! Now that is sad, no after school programs, no extra help in math because of lack of funds!!! So please do let me know if this law applies to my state, and if in fact there is any recourses out there that might help me in my son's situation! If you also can provide me with any information regarding college funding for learning disabled children, it would be greatly appreciated. I have a son with learning issues, yet he wants nothing more than to be able to attend a 4 year college, unfortunately we are not in a situation where we can afford college for him. When you think of the children/teen that do not want to go to school, or make no effort in school, it's makes me mad, because I have a child that hasn't missed school once this year, or has he ever been late for school, and he walks a mile to get to school and the mile home! His teacher's have nothing but nice pleasant things to say about my son, and yes he is social, talk to some friends at school, but is not a people person. Oh and no he does not talk or socialize in the classroom. So now having said all that, what is a mother and father that have very little funds suppose to do for a child who wants an education!!! Thanking you for allowing me to vent, sorry it's a frustrating feeling for a mother to sit back and not be able to do anything to better further her son's education :( Sincerely, T.D.
-----Original Message-----
From: Jack Rotman [mailto:rotmanj@lcc.edu]
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2006 8:59 AM
To: National Math Panel
Subject: Location suggestion for Meeting 7, 8 or 9
In selecting sites for the June to October meetings next year, you might want to consider the Lansing (MI) area.

 

Among the reasons for this region being valuable for the panel:  Michigan State University is very active in K-12 education and the NCTM in particular; several school districts in the area are responsive to calls for reform and have experience with those processes; and Lansing Community College has a long history of being professionally involved with mathematics education at all levels..  I think you will find the expert input from this area very helpful, and might provide insights that are complementary to those from the other areas to have a meeting.

 

Thank you for your consideration of this idea.

 

Jack Rotman

Professor, Department of Mathematical Skills

Lansing Community College
-----Original Message-----
From: Harte Willis
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2006 2:29 PM
To: National Math Panel
Subject: math book
Dear National Math Panel,

Greetings from Iowa!  After seeing the piece in today’s Times about math teaching, I wanted to bring your attention to a Russian middle school math book I translated and adapted several years ago.  The response to the textbook has been, as they say, overwhelming, and reviews uniformly positive.  You may see the book at http://www.perpendicularpress.com
Thanks,

Will Harte,

George Washington High School,

 
-----Original Message-----
From: John Shacter
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2006 5:54 AM
To: National Math Panel
Subject: PANEL COMPOSITION AND MISSION

Dear Math Advisory Panel Members -

I am aware that you must be getting quite a bit of advice on your assignment.

You therefore may not recall -- but I have shared several e-mail summaries of some of my conceptual and implementation ideas to you before.

I assume that you are basically a panel of math and education professors and practitioners. 

As a semi-retired engineer and management consultant, as well as a still very active volunteer-teacher I wonder whether you may wish to receive more of my basic ideas about the mission and performance of "schooling" and particularly of "math" in that context? (Preparing students for quality lives and careers in a shrinking and evermore competitive "outside world".)

(My background descriptions are in the Who's Who Volumes of Science and Engineering, and of Finance and Business.)

Do you have any engineers or managers in your panel?

Thank you for your response(s) -

Best wishes - John
John Shacter
-----Original Message-----
From: Ann Trump Daniel [mailto:adaniel@texas.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 05, 2006 9:13 PM
To: Linda J. Chaput; Flawn, Tyrrell; National Math Panel
Subject: Virtual introduction--Shared concerns 
Dear Linda and Tyrrell,

I wanted to introduce you to one another.  I believe that you have many shared interests and concerns regarding the state of mathematics education in the United States.

Linda—I am acquainted with Tyrrell through her association with the Human Ecology department at the University of Texas.  I recently joined the department as the Development Officer—We need to get together so I can bring you up to date on my activities, but we can deal with that later.  Tyrrell recently joined the Department of Education as the Executive Director of the National Mathematics Advisory Panel.  During a recent conversation with Tyrrell she mentioned that she is interested in the application of technology to math education.

Tyrrell—I have known  Linda for many years due to our years of work in academic publishing.  While we never actually worked together, we do have many wonderful publishing colleagues in common.  Linda is a highly successful and knowledgeable business person with  many years of experience guiding academic publishing companies.  She took those skills to a new level as an entrepreneur when she started her own company,  Agile Minds.  
Here is a link to the website:
http://www.thinkfive.com/index_flash.html

You two have many things to talk about!  BTW—Linda is married Uri Treisman and resides in both San Francisco and Austin.  Tyrrell, Uri is very talented mathematician that you should get to know.  I am sure that you are already familiar with his well-regarded work in the area of math and science education.

Please let me know if there is anything more that I can do to help out.  Linda when will you be in town?—Jim and I would love to get together again with you and Uri.   Dinner at our home this time!

Enjoy!

Best regards,

Ann

Ann Trump Daniel
-----Original Message-----
From: jane burger [mailto:jlw@midrivers.com]
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2006 8:09 PM
To: National Math Panel
Subject: looking for an old method of teaching subtraction
I am looking for an old way to teaching subtraction that does not involve borrowing .  My mother was taught subt. in the early nineteen hundreds (about 1912) that did not involve borrowing. She called it the additive method of subtracting. She explained that you added a number to the bottom number. I have forgotten how to do it and would like to find out how to do this method again. I am a title teacher and feel that this method might help my students. Can you help me? jlw@midrivers.com
 

-----Original Message-----

From: Joumana Cafferty [mailto:joumana_cafferty@verizon.net]

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2006 11:06 PM

To: National Math Panel

Subject: Best program(s)

Dear representative of the National Math Panel,

Could you please advise me on the best program(s) for teaching Math to

children in grades 2 to 8.  Thank you.

J. Marie Cafferty
-----Original Message-----

From: 
Randall Groth

Sent:
Friday, July 07, 2006 9:58 PM

To:
National Math Panel

Subject: Evidence Standards

Dear Panel Members,

I recently read the evidence standards Dr. Benbow suggested for

determining the types of studies that will be considered in the panel's

final report (posted at http://mathpanelwatch.blogspot.com/). At one

point, Dr. Benbow commented, "We will not limit ourselves to data from

just one type of methodological design." However, the evidence standards

she proposed are applicable only to quantitative studies. 

If the intent truly is NOT to limit the final report "to data from just

one type of methodological design," I urge the panel to consider the

following references if they have not done so already:

(1) Lester, F.K. (1996). Criteria to evaluate research. Journal for

Research in Mathematics Education, 27, 130-132.

In this article, Lester describes a set of criteria for evaluating

research that cuts across various paradigms and methodological designs.

(2) Simon, M.A. (2004). Raising issues of quality in mathematics

education research. Journal for Research in Mathematics Education, 35,

157-163. 

Simon begins by recognizing the fact that a number of new and adapted

methodologies have recently been used in the field of  mathematics

education research. He argues that this should be considered a sign of

the field's vitality. He then reflects on issues of quality in

qualitative research. 

(3) Lesh, R., & Clarke, D. (2000). Formulating operational definitions

of desired outcomes of instruction in mathematics and science education.

In A.E. Kelly & R.A. Lesh (Eds.), Handbook of research design in

mathematics and science education (pp. 113-149). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum. 

Lesh and Clarke offer a critique of elements of the traditional

quantitative paradigm for research. They go on to provide a convincing

argument that traditional quantitative studies are not the only kind of

"scientific" study. They offer multi-tiered teaching experiment

methodology as an example of a scientific research paradigm. 

Thank you for reading this input. Good luck in your deliberations. 

Randall E. Groth, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Mathematics Education

Salisbury University

-----Original Message-----

From: 
Frank Lester

Sent:
Tuesday, July 04, 2006 12:28 PM

To:
National Math Panel

Subject: Letters to Drs. Faulkner and Benbow

Dear Drs. Faulkner and Benbow,
I am contacting the two of you in your roles as chair and vice-chair of the National Mathematics Advisory Panel to inform you of a resource that may be of value to the Panel in it deliberations.? Specifically, I am editing a revision of the Handbook of Research on Mathematics Teaching and Learning that was originally published in 1992 by Macmillan.? The 1992 handbook has been the most widely cited reference on research in mathematics education in the world and the second edition is likely to be just as valuable to the research community.

The new edition, titled Second Handbook of Research on Mathematics Teaching and Learning, will be published in the Spring of 2007 by Information Age Publishing Co. and distributed by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.? Members of the advisory board for the new handbook include:

Douglas Grouws, University of Missouri

James Hiebert, University of Delaware

Carolyn Kieran, University of Quebec at Montreal

Judith Sowder, San Diego State University

Lee Stiff, North Carolina State University

In order to give you a sense of the scope of the handbook, I am attaching a copy of the table of contents (note: the final two chapters are under development and do not yet have titles), which includes a list of authors and their affiliations.? Should you wish to gain access to any of the chapters, please contact me and I will endeavor to have PDF versions sent to you. (I should add that the volume is large, more than 4 500 manuscript pages, with the average length of a chapter being about 150 pages.)

I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely yours,

Frank Lester


[image: image1.wmf]Math Hndbk ToC.pdf


-----Original Message-----
From: david klein [mailto:david.klein@csun.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, June 14, 2006 12:54 PM
To: Marsha
Cc: National Math Panel; MCANTRELL.WSA@csun.edu; wu@math.berkeley.edu; shmid@math.harvard.edu
Subject: Re: teaching math
Marsha wrote: 

Our program at Westminster Schools of Augusta, GA models the program recently designed by the CA school systems.  While we emphasize drill, basic math terminology and age-appropriate understanding of the methods (esp. fractions) is paramount.  The State of State Math Standards 2005 written by Dr. David Klein and panel is also an excellent reference guide.

Thanks for the comment.  I just wanted to mention that I was not the only author of the full Report. The others are Bastiaan J. Braams, Thomas Parker, William Quirk, Wilfried Schmid, and W. Stephen Wilson.
Ralph A. Raimi and Lawrence Braden provided technical assistance.

Best Regards,
David Klein

-----Original Message-----

From: Jim Bird [mailto:Jim_Bird@umit.maine.edu]

Sent: Friday, June 09, 2006 3:19 PM

To: National Math Panel

Subject: question

Hello,

I was just wondering how you can have a National Mathematics Advisory Panel without Dr. Robert Moses - founder of the Algebra Project - http://www.algebra.org/.  Here is what was said about Robert Moses yesterday at Harvard's commencement where he

was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science:

Robert P. Moses 

Doctor of Science 

Sometimes, the equations of life combine seemingly disparate factors in the most surprising ways. How, for instance, can courageous Civil Rights activism have anything to do with the creation of a radically new and successful way of teaching algebra? One need search no farther than Cambridge to find the living answer in Robert P. (Bob) Moses. 

The consistent animating principle for this activist-educator has been a dedication to helping the poor and underprivileged learn to help themselves. As field secretary of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC ["snick"]) and director of SNCC's Mississippi Project during the 1960s, Moses helped register black voters in the nation's poorest state at a time when such efforts could - and sometimes did - spell death. Despite being shot at and harassed as local authorities did nothing

to protect them, Moses and his associates played a major role in awakening the nation to racial injustice and doing something about it. In 1964, Moses helped organize the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), which challenged the all-white

Mississippi delegation to the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City. Although MFDP delegates failed to win the official recognition they sought, a national television audience heard MFDP co-founder Fannie Lou Hamer speak eloquently about the plight of Southern blacks. 

Moses found new applications for these experiences in 1982, when he discovered that the Cambridge school of his eldest daughter offered no algebra classes. By then an experienced mathematics teacher himself, Moses dropped his Harvard doctoral studies in the philosophy of mathematics and began developing the Algebra Project. Drawing on lessons of empowerment, organization, and ingenuity from Civil Rights days and combining them with insights from the work of figures like Dewey, Kolb,

Lewin, Piaget, and Quine, Moses came up with a way of teaching algebraic principles based on real-life experiences and everyday language. The result? A dramatic increase in mathematical literacy among children not normally expected to develop math skills beyond basic arithmetic - and the expansion of life opportunities that such literacy brings in today's technological society. 

Born in Harlem on Jan. 23, 1935, Moses has described his extraordinary journey in "Radical Equations: Math Literacy and Civil Rights" (with Charles E. Cobb Jr., 2001). He holds a 1956 B.A. from Hamilton College and a 1957 A.M. (philosophy) from Harvard. In 1982, Moses won a MacArthur Foundation grant. In addition to winning support from the National Science Foundation and more than a dozen private groups, Moses and the Algebra Project have been crowned by honors such as the 2004

McGraw-Hill Prize in Education and the 2002 James Bryant Conant Award of the Education Commission of the States. 

Thank you.

Jim Bird

Science Center

Fogler Library

University of Maine

Orono, ME  04469

-----Original Message-----

From: Granger, Chuck [mailto:cgranger@waterforduhs.k12.wi.us]

Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2006 8:26 AM

To: National Math Panel

Subject: Question

Greetings:

I am very pleased that the National Math Panel's work is now underway.  As

a practicing school psychologist, I've become more and more interested in

how children get "off track" as they learn mathematics, and what can be

done to prevent this.  Remediation is also an interest of mine.

I'll look forward to hearing how things progress for the Panel.  Will

their be some sort of periodic progress report?

I wish you the best of luck in your work.

Chuck Granger

School Psych.

"Life is never fair, and perhaps it is a good thing for most of us that it

is not."

Oscar Wilde 

-----Original Message-----
From: GeneralP2@aol.com [mailto:GeneralP2@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, May 20, 2006 11:40 AM
To: National Math Panel
Subject: You must get this math teacher on your panel!
Allesa Ciambriello of Orlando Florida (Gotha Middle School, Gotha, FL) is a eminent yet unorthodox math teacher who you must have among your panelists. With four math teachers at her school, 19 of 29 of the students who passed the latest advanced math tests were from her classes - more than all of the other three teachers combined. She has innovative approaches, creates passion for math among her students, parents love her, and has consistently delivered top results. A couple of years ago, she taught a class of "special ed" students who were considered "challenged" and four of her students ended up entering the annual Math and Science fair and two of them received top award ribbons. 

 

You will love her as a representative of using new, creative and effective methods to teach mathematics.

 

Charles Patton

Virginia Beach, VA 23451

-----Original Message-----
From: Gabriel Braun [mailto:gbraun@thequizshow.com]
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2006 6:26 AM
To: National Math Panel
Cc: Tyrrell.Flawn@ed.gov.
Subject: about NMP Membership
Hello,
 

I have an associate who I feel would be a great addition to the National Math Panel. Tasha Innis is Math professor at Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia. She has strong insight on issues faced by women in mathematics at all level, especially women of color. She has started research and development of resources the would encourage girls and women in mathematics. Please advise of the process of being appointed or applying for membership to the National Math Panel.
Gabriel Braun
President
F1 Systems Resource, Inc.
www.f1sr.com
20
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