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PUBLIC HEARING ANNOUNCEMENT

 




    DECEMBER 18, 2006 

   CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance will host a public hearing on Monday, December 18, 2006, from approximately 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the University of Illinois at Chicago Student Service Building, Conference Room A/B, 1200 W. Harrison Street.  This will be the first of three field hearings the Committee will hold as a part of its congressionally requested study to make textbooks more affordable for students. 
In June 2006, U.S. Representatives Howard P. “Buck” McKeon (R-CA) and David Wu (D-OR) asked the Advisory Committee to conduct a study on the cost of college textbooks.  The purpose of the study is three-fold: to investigate further the problem of rising textbook prices; to determine the impact of rising textbook prices on students’ ability to afford a postsecondary education; and, to make recommendations to Congress, the Secretary, and other stakeholders on what can be done to make textbooks more affordable for students. 

The field hearings will include testimony from organizations and individuals around the country who are currently working to make textbooks more affordable.  Information gathered will be used to inform recommendations in the final report, due to Congress by May 2007.  For additional information on this study, please see the fact sheet posted on the Advisory Committee’s website at: www.ed.gov/ACSFA). 
The agenda for the first field hearing in Chicago, Illinois will include a welcome by Advisory Committee Chair and University of Illinois Director of Student Financial Services Judith N. Flink followed by presentations from stakeholders who are working to make textbooks more affordable for students.  Following the textbook study panel in the morning from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and a lunch break from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., panelists and members of the public are invited to reconvene for a presentation and panel discussion on the Advisory Committee’s recently released report on the impact of financial barriers on bachelor’s degree attainment, titled Mortgaging Our Future: How Financial Barriers to College Undercut America’s Global Competitiveness.  This presentation is scheduled from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Registration Information

Individuals interested in attending the meeting must register in advance.  Space will be limited.  Please register at this website: http://www.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/acsfa/registration/edlite-index.html. General registration will close on December 1, 2006.  Those interested in providing public comment should include the following information when registering:  

1. Name

2. Title, Organization

3. Brief statement characterizing the nature of remarks you plan to provide at the hearing. 

Time will be limited.  Each speaker will be allowed five minutes.  Advisory Committee staff will contact speakers before the hearing to confirm the order in which comments will be provided.  We welcome written testimony.

Registration for Public Comment will close on Monday, November 20, 2006.
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