ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

August 15, 2000

Ms. Wai-Sinn Chan

Acting Desk Officer

U.S. Department of Education

Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW,

Room 10235, New Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Ms. Chan: 

The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance is pleased to comment as required by section 491(d)(5) of the Higher Education Act (HEA), on the data collection requirements for the National Evaluation of Gear Up.  We commend the Department of Education's (the Department) willingness to consult with the higher education community before finalizing the evaluation's data collection requirements. 

The Advisory Committee is charged with examining the effectiveness of early information programs in increasing access to postsecondary education for low- and middle-income students and making recommendations to Congress and the Secretary.  To fulfill this charge, the Committee has been monitoring the implementation, administration, and evaluation of the Gear Up program.  

On April 12, 2000, our Committee held a meeting at Boston University that included an update on the Gear Up program and discussions on its evaluation.  By taking past research into consideration and consulting with a number of leading early intervention program providers, the Committee reached a consensus on a Gear Up evaluation approach.  Enclosed is a copy of the Analytical Framework for Evaluation of the Gear Up program, agreed upon by our members at the April 2000 meeting in Boston.

The Committee provides this analytic framework to help the Department assess whether the proposed data collection requirements are adequate.  As always, the Advisory Committee members and staff appreciate the opportunity to comment.  If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the staff.

Sincerely, 

/s/

Juliet V. García

Chairperson
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