Distance Education Demonstration Participants


School
Type/Control

Capella University
Proprietary/ Professional degrees

Florida State University
Public/ Four -year

Franklin University
Private/ Four-year

Master’s Institute
Proprietary/ Four-year

New York University
Private/ Four-year

Southern Christian University
Private/ Four-year

Western Governor’s University
Private/Virtual

Consortia
Type/Control

Colorado Community Colleges and Occupational Education System
Public/ Two-year

Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium
Public, private/two-,  four-year

Latter Day Saints Educational System
Private/Four-year

North Dakota University System
Public/Four –year

(Quest Corporation) Hamilton College and American Institute of Commerce
Proprietary/Two-year

Southwest Consortium for the Advancement of Technology in Education
Public, private/ Two-, four-year

Washington State University and Washington Community and Technical College Online Consortium
Public/ Two-, four-year
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The Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC) consists of the Connecticut

State System, some independent colleges and technical colleges.  This consortium was

created in 1996 to provide a single point of reference for distance education offered by

public institutions in Connecticut. There are twenty-nine schools participating in CTDLC.

Of these schools, twenty-three will be participating in the Distance Education

Demonstration Program: seven independent colleges, seven state universities and twelve

community-technical colleges. The Connecticut State Department of Education’s adult

programs are also a part of the consortium. These institutions have accreditation from the

New England Association of Schools and Colleges. The Board of State Academic

Awards governs CTDLC.

The CTDLC plan promotes a system where classes are offered from various schools. The

primary mode of instruction is web-based classes. The provider used to coordinate the

services is “Real Education”. The classes are organized to eliminate duplication among

the sixty-six courses that are offered through CTDLC. An 

associate’s or bachelor’s

degree can be earned through Charter Oak State College using the Charter Oak’s courses

and those of other CTDLC institutions. The University of Bridgeport, another member of

CTDLC, began offering the Masters of Nutrition on-line in 1997. Teikyo Post University

offers an online associate’s and bachelor’s degree in Management, a bachelor’s degree in

Integrated Business and a bachelor’s in Management Information Systems.

The targeted groups of 

CTDLC’s distance education program are adult learners and

under-served populations. In order to be considered a full time a student has to be

enrolled in one of the member universities. By the spring of 1999 there were 1204

students enrolled in the distance education classes in the consortium.

Financial aid administration will be campus-based for the consortium. In order to

facilitate the sharing of student financial data among the member schools, the consortium

aims to create a Financial Aid Clearing Center (FACC) to link the financial aid records of

the distance education students.

CTDLC requested a waiver of the definition of an eligible program, two of three fifty per

cent waivers, the definition of an eligible student, student enrollment status provisions,

definition of an academic year, and a waiver to redefine how cost of attendance is

determined. The three schools that grant degrees through 

CTDLC’s distance education

program were granted the three fifty per cent waivers. In addition, two other waivers

were granted relating to the number of weeks of instruction needed to fulfill an academic

year and the definition of “weeks of instruction.”
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Florida State University (FSU) is a four-year public institution accredited by the Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools. The main campus is in Tallahassee Florida.  FSU

began offering distance education courses in 1987.

Their distance education program is designed for “place-bound” part-time students who

hold an associate’s degree but will be greatly inconvenienced in various ways by

attending college on a traditional campus. There are three approaches to their distance

education program.  There is a residential component where there is training provided for

traditional students and faculty in web-based courses in order to facilitate migrating some

courses to the web.  The other approach is developing distance courses that minimize

face to face contact for distance learners and finally, there is the development of entire

distance education programs.

Florida State University also supports bachelor completion after community college

through their distance education program. This program is referred to as a “2+2”

program: two years for an associates at the community college campus and then two

more undergraduate years to complete the bachelor’s via distance education. Students

who graduate from a Florida community college are guaranteed admission to a state

university. Out of the 28 community colleges in Florida, fourteen community colleges

participate in the 2+2 program with FSU. The community college’s role is to grant the

associates while serving as the learning center for the distance education students where

they can meet with their 2+2 mentor.  All distance education students are matched with a

mentor, given on-line academic advising and career assistance placement.  The three

program areas offered are in liberal arts, information studies and communication and

information studies.

Through their distance education program, FSU offers a Bachelor of Science in Nursing,

a Masters in Information Studies, a Masters of Open and Distance Learning and a

Masters in Criminal Justice. FSU has teamed up with the British Open University (a

British distance-education university) to offer the Masters in Distance Learning.

FSU requested two waivers, one for the academic year and eligible institutions.  These

waivers were not granted, but FSU was granted the three fifty per cent waivers.
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University of Maryland University College (UMUC) is a part of the Maryland State

system founded in about 1950. UMUC was created to meet the needs of adult students.

The university is also a part of the national Universities Degree Consortium. Its

accreditation is through the Middle States Association of Colleges and States. This

institution is unique in that it serves many Army and Navy bases across the world

through its distance education program.  Therefore, they serve as many as 70,000

participants in their university system.  The University’s principal mission is to serve

adult, part-time learners.  There were 8,000 students enrolled in the distance education

program in 1998.  Ninety per cent of the students are enrolled part time.

UMUC currently offers 18 undergraduate degree programs as well as seven master’s

programs through distance education.  These programs include English, psychology,

environmental science, fire science, paralegal studies and information systems

management. Both asynchronous and synchronous (interactive TV or video) delivery

systems are utilized. There are also professional development offices that work with

employers and employees.

UMUC participates in the FFEL PLUS program and FFEL Stafford Loan Program.

Students are also offered veteran’s benefits, academic advising, career counseling.  In

order to be admitted to the program, a GED or HS diploma is required. A minimum GPA

of 2.5 from an undergraduate institution is required for graduate program admission. The

first distance courses were offered in 1972.

In their proposal, UMUC requested seven waivers: the definition of correspondence

courses definition of an academic year, definition of eligible program, eligible student,

student enrollment status, a waiver of “written agreements”. They also requested a waiver

of the 

Pell Grant formula to allow students whose semester overlaps in their 16-week

distance education course to be funded.  They were granted the three fifty per cent

waivers and a waiver for the definition of  “weeks of instruction”.
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University

Franklin University (Franklin) is a private, four-year college located in Columbus, Ohio.

Franklin has its accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

and the state of Ohio. The university is a part of the Community College Alliance (CCA),

for which it submitted the grant proposal for the Distance Education Demonstration

Program. Franklin is recognized as a school, however, within the Demonstration

Program. The Community College Alliance of which Franklin is a part consists of 28

community colleges across four mid-western states (Franklin applied as a consortium, but

was denied this status).

Students may earn their bachelors degree though Franklin University via distance

education after completing their associates at any one the community colleges. In order to

be admitted into Franklin’s degree program, candidates must have a minimum grade

point average of 2.5 from their previous course-work.  The students are also allowed to

transfer up to sixty of their credits to Franklin University. Prior to entering the University,

20-24 credit hours must be taken in “bridge courses” which are designed to familiarize

the student with taking Franklin’s distance education courses.  Franklin calls the program

the “ABC s of Education”, an acronym for: 

A

ssociates, 

B

ridge courses then 

C

ompletion

at Franklin. The program is aimed towards working adults who have an associate’s

degree in a business-related field.

There are five degrees offered through Franklin’s distance education program: a bachelor

of science degree in Business Administration, Technical Administration, Health Services,

Management Information Systems, and Computer Science.  Forty courses are offered to

fulfill all of the five program course selections. The distance education program has both

asynchronous and synchronous delivery systems.

Franklin’s distance education is demographically very similar to their undergraduate

population. As of the ‘97-’98 academic year, 78 per cent of their undergraduates on the

traditional campus were part-time and had an average age of 32.  At the time of their

Demonstration Program grant proposal, Franklin processed 108 applications for their

inaugural CCA distance education courses.  The average applicant age was 35 years old

and considered part-time students.

Student support services are first offered through the community colleges.  The colleges

receive ten per cent of Franklin’s tuition revenue to provide the services. These services

include advising students about the programs at Franklin and assisting them in

understanding the requirements needed to complete the bachelors at Franklin. Once the

student applies to Franklin a student services associate serves as the contact between

Franklin and the student. The students must also take a required orientation course on

becoming a distance learner.

Financial aid is managed by the community college until the student earns their

associates degree. Franklin’s financial aid administrators manage financial aid for bridge

courses and the bachelors degree program.
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Southern Christian University (SCU) is a private four-year school located in Montgomery

Alabama. It was originally founded as the Alabama Christian School of Religion in 1967.

SCU has its accreditation from the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association

of Colleges and Schools.  The school is located in a poor rural area where thirty per cent

of the residents have not completed high school.  Many of their undergraduates are first

generation college students. Since 1994 SCU has offered distance education courses

through its Extended Learning Program.

SCU offers the four-year bachelor’s degree and also has a masters and doctoral program

through distance education in their schools of Religion and Human Services; distance

education students may earn any of the degrees available to students in the residential

program.  In order to qualify for admission to the distance education program, applicants

must have a high school diploma or GED, recommendations, 64 credit hours of college

work  (or an associate’s degree) and pass a bible placement exam.

Distance education students can elect to see their distance education class in real time via

video satellite.   Classrooms have been wired with videos and microphones to

accommodate this feature.   For the most part, the same classes are offered through the

distance education program and the residential program. Southern Christian University

had a total enrollment of 466 students in the ‘97-’98 school year for both the traditional

and distance programs. Their distance education students comprised 197 of this number.

Distance education exams are either taken on-line or with a proctor.   The proctor has to

be approved by the university through an interview and documentation.  The proctor may

be a faculty member from another university, a librarian or an otherwise disinterested

person who is approved by the academic dean. The proctors are then placed on a master

list and assigned by location. Video taped classes are offered to those students who do not

have computers or Internet access.

Federal financial aid has been available to the university in the form of Pell grants, FFEL,

work-study and SEOG.

SCU requested the three fifty percent waivers and a waiver for the definition of a full-

time student. They were granted the fifty per cent waivers.
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New York University (NYU) is a private four-year university, accredited by the Middle

States Association of Colleges and Schools. NYU has offered online distance courses

since 1994 through its School of Continuing and Professional Studies (SCPS). A “Virtual

College” was especially created in SCPS for the purpose of promoting distance education

courses.

NYU’s “Virtual College” now offers the Masters of Science in Management and

Systems. The School of Continuing and Professional Studies is experimenting with on-

line courses to develop a distance education bachelors program for adults, other graduate

programs and non-degree professional development courses.  The “Virtual College” uses

asynchronous instruction.  Courses do not have a definite starting date and students have

a twelve-month calendar year to finish their program.

The long-term goal of the distance education program is to reach part-time students at

home or in their corporations. According to their proposal, the 1999-2000 academic year

includes distance education introductory videos, tutorials, on-line discussions, projects

and tests. Two-way video conferencing is also available.

NYU will be joining with the Educational Testing Service to develop automatic scoring

tools to increase response time for assignments. NYU will be also be working with the

National Student Loan Clearinghouse to build a centralized enrollment verification

system that will track students enrolled at various institutions as their distance education

program grows. NYU is also engaged in the Faculty Resource Network, a distance

education resource-sharing endeavor between NYU and Historically Black Colleges and

Universities. The University is also planning to work with the Rochester Institute of

Technology in the future to further develop the use of distance education.

NYU will handle financial aid for their students and the “Virtual College”.  NYU projects

that with the granting of Distance Education Demonstration Program waivers, distance

education students will be able to participate in the Pell Grant program, FFEL and receive

campus-based aid.

NYU requested six waivers, one of which was a fifty percent waiver to redefine

correspondence students as eligible for Title IV aid.  Other waivers requested were for

written agreements, student enrollment status, 

the definition of an academic year,

satisfactory academic progress and the definition of an eligible program.  Written

consortium agreements between the institutions NYU plans to work with would be

replaced by the proposed Clearinghouse to track distance education students centrally.

NYU was granted the three fifty per cent waivers, a waiver for “week of instruction” and

the definition of an academic year.
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(Quest Corporation)

Hamilton College (Hamilton) in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and the American Institute of

Commerce (AIC) in Davenport, Iowa are two-year degree granting proprietary

institutions founded in 1900 and 1937 respectively. They had a joint total enrollment of

1600 as of March of 1999. The colleges were jointly owned since 1989, and were

purchased by Quest Corporation in 1998.  Quest Corporation owns and runs thirty

postsecondary institutions.  The North Central Association of Colleges and Schools as

well as the American Council of Independent Colleges and Schools accredits the two

schools.

Hamilton and AIC have provided distance education courses since 1997.  Through

distance education, students can earn an associate of science degree, instructional

technology certificate or complete 25 per cent of their residential degree program. The

Quest Central office enrolls students into the degree program and handles their Title IV

financial aid disbursement, while Hamilton College enrolls students and handles the Title

IV fiscal responsibilities for students in certificate programs.

The delivery system used is both asynchronous and synchronous. There is an eight-part

instructional system used called the Eight Media system. This system aims to focus on

peer interaction, learning styles, and interactivity. The term “Eight Media” refers to eight

components of the distance program which includes textbooks and software, interactive

sites, the world wide web, chat sessions, peer projects, e-mail, video or audio

supplements, and electronic office hours.

Hamilton and AIC plan to offer a bachelor’s degree program for the fall of 2001 and

another certificate program.  As of July 1998, a combined number of 530 students

(average age of 29) were enrolled in the distance education programs for the two schools.

The two colleges participated in the Federal Family Educational Loan Program and were

not in the direct loan program.

The two schools made nine waiver requests, and were granted the three fifty per cent

waivers.  The requested waivers include: the definition of a full time student, the three

fifty per cent waivers, the definition of an academic program, the definition of a payment

period, definition of a week of instruction, definition of a proprietary institute, and the

definitions of a telecommunications and correspondence course.
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Masters Institute (Masters) is a four-year, proprietary school participating in the Distance

Education Demonstration Program. Masters was founded in 1974 as a technical college

in San Jose, California.  The school is accredited by the Council of Independent Colleges

and Schools and also by the state of California’s Bureau of Private Postsecondary

Education.

Masters currently offers an on-campus program that grants a Bachelor of Science degree

in systems administration and Multimedia Communications.  The distance education

program started to enroll students in June of 1998.  This program awards the Associates

of Applied Science degree and two diplomas in Systems administration (advanced

Technology Series) and Systems Administration in Microsoft Certified Systems. All of

the distance programs have predetermined start and end dates, though students have no

log-on time. Classes are taught in six-week modules during an average 18-month

program. The distance education classes are usually conducted asynchronously with

exams offered at test centers and on-line.  The classes are also used to train distance

education students in Microsoft certifications, Novell software, A+, and Cisco.  The

technology used to coordinate the distance education program is called a “learning

integrator” where the interface is interactive.

Masters’ distance education program is targeted to working adults who already own

computers and are preparing for career certification tests. In order to qualify for entrance

in Masters’ program the applicant has to have a high school diploma or equivalent, three

professional references, a goal statement and pass a qualifying test.  Employers of the

students enrolled in the distance education program can submit an evaluation every six

weeks of the distance program and their employee’s performance as it relates to their

distance coursework. Students are offered career counseling, on-line instructor support,

student evaluations and tech support until 9PM PST.

Masters handles all of the fiscal matters for the students. Masters participates in the

Federal 

Pell Grant program, the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant,

Federal work-study and the Federal Family Education Loan Program.

Masters requested two of the fifty per cent waivers and were granted all of the three fifty

per cent waivers.
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Capella University (Capella), formerly known as the Graduate School of America, is

located in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The University was founded in 

( )and began offering

distance education courses in 1993.  Capella opened its doors as a proprietary graduate

institution designed to meet the needs of working adults through graduate level distance

education.  As of 1997, Capella has been accredited under the North Central Association

of College and Schools.   Capella is currently considering the addition of an

undergraduate curriculum.

Capella offers Masters degree and doctoral programs in education, psychology, business,

and human services. At the time of their proposal, 276 were in Masters programs while

467 were in doctoral level programs.  Of all the students, one third are enrolled in on-line

courses (~276).  As of February 1999, there were 743 students, all working adults,

enrolled in 

Capella’s independent study program and distance education courses.

Capella’s students tend to be working adults with an average age of 45 years old. The

independent study option allows students to work one-on-one with a faculty member and

requires periodic residency requirements.  The distance education courses are

asynchronous with an established beginning and end date. The web-based courses are

usually twelve weeks long and are measured in credit hours. There are required on-line

discussion forums as well.  There are forums on the web to address learning issues or

concerns through a program called HUGS (Human Understanding Generating Success).

Of the 743 students, 40 per cent utilize federal aid for their education. At the time of the

grant proposal, Capella administered the Federal Family Education Loan program. The

university anticipates participation in the Federal Pell Grant Program and the Federal

Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant programs (SEOG) in the future as well.

Capella handles all of the fiscal responsibilities for the students, such as billing and

disbursing aid. 

Capella estimates that 96 per cent of their students were eligible for

federal financial aid in February 1999.

Capella requested two of the three fifty per cent waivers and were granted all three.
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Western Governor’s University (WGU) is a private virtual university headquartered in

Aurora Colorado. WGU began enrolling students in 1998. There are thirty-nine providers

across eighteen states from which WGU derives its course catalog.  In fact, WGU does

not offer instruction rather it acts as the coordinator of a consortium of schools that offer

distance education courses. The virtual university is currently seeking accreditation

through the

Students can earn their associates, Masters, or a certificate entirely from WGU or the

provider. WGU offers the Associates of Arts or Applied Science, Certificates in various

information technology and business areas and the Masters of Arts or Science degree

through an asynchronous delivery system.

 Students are offered various services to complete the WGU degree. An advisor/mentor is

assigned as the single point of contact between the student and the WGU.  They perform

various functions such as conducting the entrance interview, providing the students with

an academic action plan, monitoring progress, and advising students on constructing a

portfolio.  Students who earn a WGU degree do not receive grades or credit hours. If a

course is to be taken for credit hours, it has to be taken through the provider because

WGU’s degree is competency-based. Competency levels are pre-determined by an

academic board for each degree program. Satisfactory academic progress is determined

by completed assessments.

The target population for WGU is working adult learners and individuals that can not

attend school on a traditional campus. As of August 24, 1999, 120 students had enrolled

for courses through WGU.  Because the classes are drawn form across eighteen states and

thirty-nine providers, a single cost per degree has been determined in order to standardize

the cost of attendance. For example, the Associate degree costs two thousand dollars,

while a certificate is twenty-five hundred dollars and the Masters costs three thousand

dollars.

In order to be eligible for federal aid, WGU submitted eleven waiver requests, ten of

which were granted.  The waivers requested were: the definition of an educational

program, eligible institution, accreditation, written agreements, definition of an eligible

program (as a certain number of credit hours are required and WGU offers no hour

measurements), definition of the length of academic year, definition of a payment period.

A waiver of satisfactory academic progress measurements was requested and for

“addition of educational programs” since WGU offers neither grades nor credit hours. In

addition, WGU sought to waive the definition of a full-time student, student enrollment

status and two of the fifty per cent waivers. Among many other waivers, WGU was

granted a special waiver to participate in the Distance Education Demonstration Program

because it did not have accreditation, a prerequisite for being in the Demonstration

Program. They were granted all three of the fifty per cent waivers as well as all requests

with the exception of the definition of an eligible institution.
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The Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC) consists of the Connecticut

State System, some independent colleges and technical colleges.  This consortium was

created in 1996 to provide a single point of reference for distance education offered by

public institutions in Connecticut. There are twenty-nine schools participating in CTDLC.

Of these schools, twenty-three will be participating in the Distance Education

Demonstration Program: seven independent colleges, seven state universities and twelve

community-technical colleges. The Connecticut State Department of Education’s adult

programs are also a part of the consortium. These institutions have accreditation from the

New England Association of Schools and Colleges. The Board of State Academic

Awards governs CTDLC.

The CTDLC plan promotes a system where classes are offered from various schools. The

primary mode of instruction is web-based classes. The provider used to coordinate the

services is “Real Education”. The classes are organized to eliminate duplication among

the sixty-six courses that are offered through CTDLC. An 

associate’s or bachelor’s

degree can be earned through Charter Oak State College using the Charter Oak’s courses

and those of other CTDLC institutions. The University of Bridgeport, another member of

CTDLC, began offering the Masters of Nutrition on-line in 1997. Teikyo Post University

offers an online associate’s and bachelor’s degree in Management, a bachelor’s degree in

Integrated Business and a bachelor’s in Management Information Systems.

The targeted groups of 

CTDLC’s distance education program are adult learners and

under-served populations. In order to be considered a full time a student has to be

enrolled in one of the member universities. By the spring of 1999 there were 1204

students enrolled in the distance education classes in the consortium.

Financial aid administration will be campus-based for the consortium. In order to

facilitate the sharing of student financial data among the member schools, the consortium

aims to create a Financial Aid Clearing Center (FACC) to link the financial aid records of

the distance education students.

CTDLC requested a waiver of the definition of an eligible program, two of three fifty per

cent waivers, the definition of an eligible student, student enrollment status provisions,

definition of an academic year, and a waiver to redefine how cost of attendance is

determined. The three schools that grant degrees through 

CTDLC’s distance education

program were granted the three fifty per cent waivers. In addition, two other waivers

were granted relating to the number of weeks of instruction needed to fulfill an academic

year and the definition of “weeks of instruction.”
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Florida State University (FSU) is a four-year public institution accredited by the Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools. The main campus is in Tallahassee Florida.  FSU

began offering distance education courses in 1987.

Their distance education program is designed for “place-bound” part-time students who

hold an associate’s degree but will be greatly inconvenienced in various ways by

attending college on a traditional campus. There are three approaches to their distance

education program.  There is a residential component where there is training provided for

traditional students and faculty in web-based courses in order to facilitate migrating some

courses to the web.  The other approach is developing distance courses that minimize

face to face contact for distance learners and finally, there is the development of entire

distance education programs.

Florida State University also supports bachelor completion after community college

through their distance education program. This program is referred to as a “2+2”

program: two years for an associates at the community college campus and then two

more undergraduate years to complete the bachelor’s via distance education. Students

who graduate from a Florida community college are guaranteed admission to a state

university. Out of the 28 community colleges in Florida, fourteen community colleges

participate in the 2+2 program with FSU. The community college’s role is to grant the

associates while serving as the learning center for the distance education students where

they can meet with their 2+2 mentor.  All distance education students are matched with a

mentor, given on-line academic advising and career assistance placement.  The three

program areas offered are in liberal arts, information studies and communication and

information studies.

Through their distance education program, FSU offers a Bachelor of Science in Nursing,

a Masters in Information Studies, a Masters of Open and Distance Learning and a

Masters in Criminal Justice. FSU has teamed up with the British Open University (a

British distance-education university) to offer the Masters in Distance Learning.

FSU requested two waivers, one for the academic year and eligible institutions.  These

waivers were not granted, but FSU was granted the three fifty per cent waivers.
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University of Maryland University College (UMUC) is a part of the Maryland State

system founded in about 1950. UMUC was created to meet the needs of adult students.

The university is also a part of the national Universities Degree Consortium. Its

accreditation is through the Middle States Association of Colleges and States. This

institution is unique in that it serves many Army and Navy bases across the world

through its distance education program.  Therefore, they serve as many as 70,000

participants in their university system.  The University’s principal mission is to serve

adult, part-time learners.  There were 8,000 students enrolled in the distance education

program in 1998.  Ninety per cent of the students are enrolled part time.

UMUC currently offers 18 undergraduate degree programs as well as seven master’s

programs through distance education.  These programs include English, psychology,

environmental science, fire science, paralegal studies and information systems

management. Both asynchronous and synchronous (interactive TV or video) delivery

systems are utilized. There are also professional development offices that work with

employers and employees.

UMUC participates in the FFEL PLUS program and FFEL Stafford Loan Program.

Students are also offered veteran’s benefits, academic advising, career counseling.  In

order to be admitted to the program, a GED or HS diploma is required. A minimum GPA

of 2.5 from an undergraduate institution is required for graduate program admission. The

first distance courses were offered in 1972.

In their proposal, UMUC requested seven waivers: the definition of correspondence

courses definition of an academic year, definition of eligible program, eligible student,

student enrollment status, a waiver of “written agreements”. They also requested a waiver

of the 

Pell Grant formula to allow students whose semester overlaps in their 16-week

distance education course to be funded.  They were granted the three fifty per cent

waivers and a waiver for the definition of  “weeks of instruction”.
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Franklin University (Franklin) is a private, four-year college located in Columbus, Ohio.

Franklin has its accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools

and the state of Ohio. The university is a part of the Community College Alliance (CCA),

for which it submitted the grant proposal for the Distance Education Demonstration

Program. Franklin is recognized as a school, however, within the Demonstration

Program. The Community College Alliance of which Franklin is a part consists of 28

community colleges across four mid-western states (Franklin applied as a consortium, but

was denied this status).

Students may earn their bachelors degree though Franklin University via distance

education after completing their associates at any one the community colleges. In order to

be admitted into Franklin’s degree program, candidates must have a minimum grade

point average of 2.5 from their previous course-work.  The students are also allowed to

transfer up to sixty of their credits to Franklin University. Prior to entering the University,

20-24 credit hours must be taken in “bridge courses” which are designed to familiarize

the student with taking Franklin’s distance education courses.  Franklin calls the program

the “ABC s of Education”, an acronym for: 

A

ssociates, 

B

ridge courses then 

C

ompletion

at Franklin. The program is aimed towards working adults who have an associate’s

degree in a business-related field.

There are five degrees offered through Franklin’s distance education program: a bachelor

of science degree in Business Administration, Technical Administration, Health Services,

Management Information Systems, and Computer Science.  Forty courses are offered to

fulfill all of the five program course selections. The distance education program has both

asynchronous and synchronous delivery systems.

Franklin’s distance education is demographically very similar to their undergraduate

population. As of the ‘97-’98 academic year, 78 per cent of their undergraduates on the

traditional campus were part-time and had an average age of 32.  At the time of their

Demonstration Program grant proposal, Franklin processed 108 applications for their

inaugural CCA distance education courses.  The average applicant age was 35 years old

and considered part-time students.

Student support services are first offered through the community colleges.  The colleges

receive ten per cent of Franklin’s tuition revenue to provide the services. These services

include advising students about the programs at Franklin and assisting them in

understanding the requirements needed to complete the bachelors at Franklin. Once the

student applies to Franklin a student services associate serves as the contact between

Franklin and the student. The students must also take a required orientation course on

becoming a distance learner.

Financial aid is managed by the community college until the student earns their

associates degree. Franklin’s financial aid administrators manage financial aid for bridge

courses and the bachelors degree program.
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Southern Christian University (SCU) is a private four-year school located in Montgomery

Alabama. It was originally founded as the Alabama Christian School of Religion in 1967.

SCU has its accreditation from the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association

of Colleges and Schools.  The school is located in a poor rural area where thirty per cent

of the residents have not completed high school.  Many of their undergraduates are first

generation college students. Since 1994 SCU has offered distance education courses

through its Extended Learning Program.

SCU offers the four-year bachelor’s degree and also has a masters and doctoral program

through distance education in their schools of Religion and Human Services; distance

education students may earn any of the degrees available to students in the residential

program.  In order to qualify for admission to the distance education program, applicants

must have a high school diploma or GED, recommendations, 64 credit hours of college

work  (or an associate’s degree) and pass a bible placement exam.

Distance education students can elect to see their distance education class in real time via

video satellite.   Classrooms have been wired with videos and microphones to

accommodate this feature.   For the most part, the same classes are offered through the

distance education program and the residential program. Southern Christian University

had a total enrollment of 466 students in the ‘97-’98 school year for both the traditional

and distance programs. Their distance education students comprised 197 of this number.

Distance education exams are either taken on-line or with a proctor.   The proctor has to

be approved by the university through an interview and documentation.  The proctor may

be a faculty member from another university, a librarian or an otherwise disinterested

person who is approved by the academic dean. The proctors are then placed on a master

list and assigned by location. Video taped classes are offered to those students who do not

have computers or Internet access.

Federal financial aid has been available to the university in the form of Pell grants, FFEL,

work-study and SEOG.

SCU requested the three fifty percent waivers and a waiver for the definition of a full-

time student. They were granted the fifty per cent waivers.
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New York University (NYU) is a private four-year university, accredited by the Middle

States Association of Colleges and Schools. NYU has offered online distance courses

since 1994 through its School of Continuing and Professional Studies (SCPS). A “Virtual

College” was especially created in SCPS for the purpose of promoting distance education

courses.

NYU’s “Virtual College” now offers the Masters of Science in Management and

Systems. The School of Continuing and Professional Studies is experimenting with on-

line courses to develop a distance education bachelors program for adults, other graduate

programs and non-degree professional development courses.  The “Virtual College” uses

asynchronous instruction.  Courses do not have a definite starting date and students have

a twelve-month calendar year to finish their program.

The long-term goal of the distance education program is to reach part-time students at

home or in their corporations. According to their proposal, the 1999-2000 academic year

includes distance education introductory videos, tutorials, on-line discussions, projects

and tests. Two-way video conferencing is also available.

NYU will be joining with the Educational Testing Service to develop automatic scoring

tools to increase response time for assignments. NYU will be also be working with the

National Student Loan Clearinghouse to build a centralized enrollment verification

system that will track students enrolled at various institutions as their distance education

program grows. NYU is also engaged in the Faculty Resource Network, a distance

education resource-sharing endeavor between NYU and Historically Black Colleges and

Universities. The University is also planning to work with the Rochester Institute of

Technology in the future to further develop the use of distance education.

NYU will handle financial aid for their students and the “Virtual College”.  NYU projects

that with the granting of Distance Education Demonstration Program waivers, distance

education students will be able to participate in the Pell Grant program, FFEL and receive

campus-based aid.

NYU requested six waivers, one of which was a fifty percent waiver to redefine

correspondence students as eligible for Title IV aid.  Other waivers requested were for

written agreements, student enrollment status, 

the definition of an academic year,

satisfactory academic progress and the definition of an eligible program.  Written

consortium agreements between the institutions NYU plans to work with would be

replaced by the proposed Clearinghouse to track distance education students centrally.

NYU was granted the three fifty per cent waivers, a waiver for “week of instruction” and

the definition of an academic year.
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Hamilton College (Hamilton) in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and the American Institute of

Commerce (AIC) in Davenport, Iowa are two-year degree granting proprietary

institutions founded in 1900 and 1937 respectively. They had a joint total enrollment of

1600 as of March of 1999. The colleges were jointly owned since 1989, and were

purchased by Quest Corporation in 1998.  Quest Corporation owns and runs thirty

postsecondary institutions.  The North Central Association of Colleges and Schools as

well as the American Council of Independent Colleges and Schools accredits the two

schools.

Hamilton and AIC have provided distance education courses since 1997.  Through

distance education, students can earn an associate of science degree, instructional

technology certificate or complete 25 per cent of their residential degree program. The

Quest Central office enrolls students into the degree program and handles their Title IV

financial aid disbursement, while Hamilton College enrolls students and handles the Title

IV fiscal responsibilities for students in certificate programs.

The delivery system used is both asynchronous and synchronous. There is an eight-part

instructional system used called the Eight Media system. This system aims to focus on

peer interaction, learning styles, and interactivity. The term “Eight Media” refers to eight

components of the distance program which includes textbooks and software, interactive

sites, the world wide web, chat sessions, peer projects, e-mail, video or audio

supplements, and electronic office hours.

Hamilton and AIC plan to offer a bachelor’s degree program for the fall of 2001 and

another certificate program.  As of July 1998, a combined number of 530 students

(average age of 29) were enrolled in the distance education programs for the two schools.

The two colleges participated in the Federal Family Educational Loan Program and were

not in the direct loan program.

The two schools made nine waiver requests, and were granted the three fifty per cent

waivers.  The requested waivers include: the definition of a full time student, the three

fifty per cent waivers, the definition of an academic program, the definition of a payment

period, definition of a week of instruction, definition of a proprietary institute, and the

definitions of a telecommunications and correspondence course.
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Masters Institute (Masters) is a four-year, proprietary school participating in the Distance

Education Demonstration Program. Masters was founded in 1974 as a technical college

in San Jose, California.  The school is accredited by the Council of Independent Colleges

and Schools and also by the state of California’s Bureau of Private Postsecondary

Education.

Masters currently offers an on-campus program that grants a Bachelor of Science degree

in systems administration and Multimedia Communications.  The distance education

program started to enroll students in June of 1998.  This program awards the Associates

of Applied Science degree and two diplomas in Systems administration (advanced

Technology Series) and Systems Administration in Microsoft Certified Systems. All of

the distance programs have predetermined start and end dates, though students have no

log-on time. Classes are taught in six-week modules during an average 18-month

program. The distance education classes are usually conducted asynchronously with

exams offered at test centers and on-line.  The classes are also used to train distance

education students in Microsoft certifications, Novell software, A+, and Cisco.  The

technology used to coordinate the distance education program is called a “learning

integrator” where the interface is interactive.

Masters’ distance education program is targeted to working adults who already own

computers and are preparing for career certification tests. In order to qualify for entrance

in Masters’ program the applicant has to have a high school diploma or equivalent, three

professional references, a goal statement and pass a qualifying test.  Employers of the

students enrolled in the distance education program can submit an evaluation every six

weeks of the distance program and their employee’s performance as it relates to their

distance coursework. Students are offered career counseling, on-line instructor support,

student evaluations and tech support until 9PM PST.

Masters handles all of the fiscal matters for the students. Masters participates in the

Federal 

Pell Grant program, the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant,

Federal work-study and the Federal Family Education Loan Program.

Masters requested two of the fifty per cent waivers and were granted all of the three fifty

per cent waivers.
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Capella University (Capella), formerly known as the Graduate School of America, is

located in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The University was founded in 

( )and began offering

distance education courses in 1993.  Capella opened its doors as a proprietary graduate

institution designed to meet the needs of working adults through graduate level distance

education.  As of 1997, Capella has been accredited under the North Central Association

of College and Schools.   Capella is currently considering the addition of an

undergraduate curriculum.

Capella offers Masters degree and doctoral programs in education, psychology, business,

and human services. At the time of their proposal, 276 were in Masters programs while

467 were in doctoral level programs.  Of all the students, one third are enrolled in on-line

courses (~276).  As of February 1999, there were 743 students, all working adults,

enrolled in 

Capella’s independent study program and distance education courses.

Capella’s students tend to be working adults with an average age of 45 years old. The

independent study option allows students to work one-on-one with a faculty member and

requires periodic residency requirements.  The distance education courses are

asynchronous with an established beginning and end date. The web-based courses are

usually twelve weeks long and are measured in credit hours. There are required on-line

discussion forums as well.  There are forums on the web to address learning issues or

concerns through a program called HUGS (Human Understanding Generating Success).

Of the 743 students, 40 per cent utilize federal aid for their education. At the time of the

grant proposal, Capella administered the Federal Family Education Loan program. The

university anticipates participation in the Federal Pell Grant Program and the Federal

Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant programs (SEOG) in the future as well.

Capella handles all of the fiscal responsibilities for the students, such as billing and

disbursing aid. 

Capella estimates that 96 per cent of their students were eligible for

federal financial aid in February 1999.

Capella requested two of the three fifty per cent waivers and were granted all three.

[image: image20.wmf]Western Governors University

Western Governor’s University (WGU) is a private virtual university headquartered in

Aurora Colorado. WGU began enrolling students in 1998. There are thirty-nine providers

across eighteen states from which WGU derives its course catalog.  In fact, WGU does

not offer instruction rather it acts as the coordinator of a consortium of schools that offer

distance education courses. The virtual university is currently seeking accreditation

through the

Students can earn their associates, Masters, or a certificate entirely from WGU or the

provider. WGU offers the Associates of Arts or Applied Science, Certificates in various

information technology and business areas and the Masters of Arts or Science degree

through an asynchronous delivery system.

 Students are offered various services to complete the WGU degree. An advisor/mentor is

assigned as the single point of contact between the student and the WGU.  They perform

various functions such as conducting the entrance interview, providing the students with

an academic action plan, monitoring progress, and advising students on constructing a

portfolio.  Students who earn a WGU degree do not receive grades or credit hours. If a

course is to be taken for credit hours, it has to be taken through the provider because

WGU’s degree is competency-based. Competency levels are pre-determined by an

academic board for each degree program. Satisfactory academic progress is determined

by completed assessments.

The target population for WGU is working adult learners and individuals that can not

attend school on a traditional campus. As of August 24, 1999, 120 students had enrolled

for courses through WGU.  Because the classes are drawn form across eighteen states and

thirty-nine providers, a single cost per degree has been determined in order to standardize

the cost of attendance. For example, the Associate degree costs two thousand dollars,

while a certificate is twenty-five hundred dollars and the Masters costs three thousand

dollars.

In order to be eligible for federal aid, WGU submitted eleven waiver requests, ten of

which were granted.  The waivers requested were: the definition of an educational

program, eligible institution, accreditation, written agreements, definition of an eligible

program (as a certain number of credit hours are required and WGU offers no hour

measurements), definition of the length of academic year, definition of a payment period.

A waiver of satisfactory academic progress measurements was requested and for

“addition of educational programs” since WGU offers neither grades nor credit hours. In

addition, WGU sought to waive the definition of a full-time student, student enrollment

status and two of the fifty per cent waivers. Among many other waivers, WGU was

granted a special waiver to participate in the Distance Education Demonstration Program

because it did not have accreditation, a prerequisite for being in the Demonstration

Program. They were granted all three of the fifty per cent waivers as well as all requests

with the exception of the definition of an eligible institution.
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Franklin University

Franklin University (Franklin) is a private, four-year college located in Columbus, Ohio. Franklin has its accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools and the state of Ohio. The university is a part of the Community College Alliance (CCA), for which it submitted the grant proposal for the Distance Education Demonstration Program. Franklin is recognized as a school, however, within the Demonstration Program. The Community College Alliance of which Franklin is a part consists of 28 community colleges across four mid-western states (Franklin applied as a consortium, but was denied this status).  


Students may earn their bachelors degree though Franklin University via distance education after completing their associates at any one the community colleges. In order to be admitted into Franklin’s degree program, candidates must have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 from their previous course-work.  The students are also allowed to transfer up to sixty of their credits to Franklin University. Prior to entering the University, 20-24 credit hours must be taken in “bridge courses” which are designed to familiarize the student with taking Franklin’s distance education courses.  Franklin calls the program the “ABC s of Education”, an acronym for: Associates, Bridge courses then Completion at Franklin. The program is aimed towards working adults who have an associate’s degree in a business-related field. 


There are five degrees offered through Franklin’s distance education program: a bachelor of science degree in Business Administration, Technical Administration, Health Services, Management Information Systems, and Computer Science.  Forty courses are offered to fulfill all of the five program course selections. The distance education program has both asynchronous and synchronous delivery systems. 


Franklin’s distance education is demographically very similar to their undergraduate population. As of the ‘97-’98 academic year, 78 per cent of their undergraduates on the traditional campus were part-time and had an average age of 32.  At the time of their Demonstration Program grant proposal, Franklin processed 108 applications for their inaugural CCA distance education courses.  The average applicant age was 35 years old and considered part-time students. 


Student support services are first offered through the community colleges.  The colleges receive ten per cent of Franklin’s tuition revenue to provide the services. These services include advising students about the programs at Franklin and assisting them in understanding the requirements needed to complete the bachelors at Franklin. Once the student applies to Franklin a student services associate serves as the contact between Franklin and the student. The students must also take a required orientation course on becoming a distance learner.  


Financial aid is managed by the community college until the student earns their associates degree. Franklin’s financial aid administrators manage financial aid for bridge courses and the bachelors degree program. 


Franklin University requested one of the fifty per cent waivers and another waiver to allow the schools to determine whether the community college or Franklin would disburse the financial aid to the distance education students. This waiver was denied because the community colleges are limited to disbursing aid only for the two-year programs. They were granted the three fifty per cent waivers.
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New York University


New York University (NYU) is a private four-year university, accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. NYU has offered online distance courses since 1994 through its School of Continuing and Professional Studies (SCPS). A “Virtual College” was especially created in SCPS for the purpose of promoting distance education courses. 


NYU’s “Virtual College” now offers the Masters of Science in Management and Systems. The School of Continuing and Professional Studies is experimenting with on-line courses to develop a distance education bachelors program for adults, other graduate programs and non-degree professional development courses.  The “Virtual College” uses asynchronous instruction.  Courses do not have a definite starting date and students have a twelve-month calendar year to finish their program.   


The long-term goal of the distance education program is to reach part-time students at home or in their corporations. According to their proposal, the 1999-2000 academic year includes distance education introductory videos, tutorials, on-line discussions, projects and tests. Two-way video conferencing is also available. 


NYU will be joining with the Educational Testing Service to develop automatic scoring tools to increase response time for assignments. NYU will be also be working with the National Student Loan Clearinghouse to build a centralized enrollment verification system that will track students enrolled at various institutions as their distance education program grows. NYU is also engaged in the Faculty Resource Network, a distance education resource-sharing endeavor between NYU and Historically Black Colleges and Universities. The University is also planning to work with the Rochester Institute of Technology in the future to further develop the use of distance education. 


NYU will handle financial aid for their students and the “Virtual College”.  NYU projects that with the granting of Distance Education Demonstration Program waivers, distance education students will be able to participate in the Pell Grant program, FFEL and receive campus-based aid.


NYU requested six waivers, one of which was a fifty percent waiver to redefine correspondence students as eligible for Title IV aid.  Other waivers requested were for written agreements, student enrollment status, the definition of an academic year, satisfactory academic progress and the definition of an eligible program.  Written consortium agreements between the institutions NYU plans to work with would be replaced by the proposed Clearinghouse to track distance education students centrally. NYU was granted the three fifty per cent waivers, a waiver for “week of instruction” and the definition of an academic year.
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Masters Institute


Masters Institute (Masters) is a four-year, proprietary school participating in the Distance Education Demonstration Program. Masters was founded in 1974 as a technical college in San Jose, California.  The school is accredited by the Council of Independent Colleges and Schools and also by the state of California’s Bureau of Private Postsecondary Education.  


Masters currently offers an on-campus program that grants a Bachelor of Science degree in systems administration and Multimedia Communications.  The distance education program started to enroll students in June of 1998.  This program awards the Associates of Applied Science degree and two diplomas in Systems administration (advanced Technology Series) and Systems Administration in Microsoft Certified Systems. All of the distance programs have predetermined start and end dates, though students have no log-on time. Classes are taught in six-week modules during an average 18-month program. The distance education classes are usually conducted asynchronously with exams offered at test centers and on-line.  The classes are also used to train distance education students in Microsoft certifications, Novell software, A+, and Cisco.  The technology used to coordinate the distance education program is called a “learning integrator” where the interface is interactive. 


Masters’ distance education program is targeted to working adults who already own computers and are preparing for career certification tests. In order to qualify for entrance in Masters’ program the applicant has to have a high school diploma or equivalent, three professional references, a goal statement and pass a qualifying test.  Employers of the students enrolled in the distance education program can submit an evaluation every six weeks of the distance program and their employee’s performance as it relates to their distance coursework. Students are offered career counseling, on-line instructor support, student evaluations and tech support until 9PM PST.


Masters handles all of the fiscal matters for the students. Masters participates in the Federal Pell Grant program, the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Federal work-study and the Federal Family Education Loan Program.


Masters requested two of the fifty per cent waivers and were granted all of the three fifty per cent waivers. 
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Capella University


Capella University (Capella), formerly known as the Graduate School of America, is located in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The University was founded in ( )and began offering distance education courses in 1993.  Capella opened its doors as a proprietary graduate institution designed to meet the needs of working adults through graduate level distance education.  As of 1997, Capella has been accredited under the North Central Association of College and Schools.   Capella is currently considering the addition of an undergraduate curriculum. 


Capella offers Masters degree and doctoral programs in education, psychology, business, and human services. At the time of their proposal, 276 were in Masters programs while 467 were in doctoral level programs.  Of all the students, one third are enrolled in on-line courses (~276).  As of February 1999, there were 743 students, all working adults, enrolled in Capella’s independent study program and distance education courses. 


Capella’s students tend to be working adults with an average age of 45 years old. The independent study option allows students to work one-on-one with a faculty member and requires periodic residency requirements.  The distance education courses are asynchronous with an established beginning and end date. The web-based courses are usually twelve weeks long and are measured in credit hours. There are required on-line discussion forums as well.  There are forums on the web to address learning issues or concerns through a program called HUGS (Human Understanding Generating Success).  


Of the 743 students, 40 per cent utilize federal aid for their education. At the time of the grant proposal, Capella administered the Federal Family Education Loan program. The university anticipates participation in the Federal Pell Grant Program and the Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant programs (SEOG) in the future as well.   Capella handles all of the fiscal responsibilities for the students, such as billing and disbursing aid. Capella estimates that 96 per cent of their students were eligible for federal financial aid in February 1999. 


Capella requested two of the three fifty per cent waivers and were granted all three.
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Western Governors University


Western Governor’s University (WGU) is a private virtual university headquartered in Aurora Colorado. WGU began enrolling students in 1998. There are thirty-nine providers across eighteen states from which WGU derives its course catalog.  In fact, WGU does not offer instruction rather it acts as the coordinator of a consortium of schools that offer distance education courses. The virtual university is currently seeking accreditation through the  


Students can earn their associates, Masters, or a certificate entirely from WGU or the provider. WGU offers the Associates of Arts or Applied Science, Certificates in various information technology and business areas and the Masters of Arts or Science degree through an asynchronous delivery system. 


 Students are offered various services to complete the WGU degree. An advisor/mentor is assigned as the single point of contact between the student and the WGU.  They perform various functions such as conducting the entrance interview, providing the students with an academic action plan, monitoring progress, and advising students on constructing a portfolio.  Students who earn a WGU degree do not receive grades or credit hours. If a course is to be taken for credit hours, it has to be taken through the provider because WGU’s degree is competency-based. Competency levels are pre-determined by an academic board for each degree program. Satisfactory academic progress is determined by completed assessments.


The target population for WGU is working adult learners and individuals that can not attend school on a traditional campus. As of August 24, 1999, 120 students had enrolled for courses through WGU.  Because the classes are drawn form across eighteen states and thirty-nine providers, a single cost per degree has been determined in order to standardize the cost of attendance. For example, the Associate degree costs two thousand dollars, while a certificate is twenty-five hundred dollars and the Masters costs three thousand dollars.


In order to be eligible for federal aid, WGU submitted eleven waiver requests, ten of which were granted.  The waivers requested were: the definition of an educational program, eligible institution, accreditation, written agreements, definition of an eligible program (as a certain number of credit hours are required and WGU offers no hour measurements), definition of the length of academic year, definition of a payment period. A waiver of satisfactory academic progress measurements was requested and for “addition of educational programs” since WGU offers neither grades nor credit hours. In addition, WGU sought to waive the definition of a full-time student, student enrollment status and two of the fifty per cent waivers. Among many other waivers, WGU was granted a special waiver to participate in the Distance Education Demonstration Program because it did not have accreditation, a prerequisite for being in the Demonstration Program. They were granted all three of the fifty per cent waivers as well as all requests with the exception of the definition of an eligible institution. 
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Hamilton College and American Institute of Commerce


(Quest Corporation)


Hamilton College (Hamilton) in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and the American Institute of Commerce (AIC) in Davenport, Iowa are two-year degree granting proprietary institutions founded in 1900 and 1937 respectively. They had a joint total enrollment of 1600 as of March of 1999. The colleges were jointly owned since 1989, and were purchased by Quest Corporation in 1998.  Quest Corporation owns and runs thirty postsecondary institutions.  The North Central Association of Colleges and Schools as well as the American Council of Independent Colleges and Schools accredits the two schools.


Hamilton and AIC have provided distance education courses since 1997.  Through distance education, students can earn an associate of science degree, instructional technology certificate or complete 25 per cent of their residential degree program. The Quest Central office enrolls students into the degree program and handles their Title IV financial aid disbursement, while Hamilton College enrolls students and handles the Title IV fiscal responsibilities for students in certificate programs. 


The delivery system used is both asynchronous and synchronous. There is an eight-part instructional system used called the Eight Media system. This system aims to focus on peer interaction, learning styles, and interactivity. The term “Eight Media” refers to eight components of the distance program which includes textbooks and software, interactive sites, the world wide web, chat sessions, peer projects, e-mail, video or audio supplements, and electronic office hours. 


Hamilton and AIC plan to offer a bachelor’s degree program for the fall of 2001 and another certificate program.  As of July 1998, a combined number of 530 students  (average age of 29) were enrolled in the distance education programs for the two schools.  


The two colleges participated in the Federal Family Educational Loan Program and were not in the direct loan program. 


The two schools made nine waiver requests, and were granted the three fifty per cent waivers.  The requested waivers include: the definition of a full time student, the three fifty per cent waivers, the definition of an academic program, the definition of a payment period, definition of a week of instruction, definition of a proprietary institute, and the definitions of a telecommunications and correspondence course. 
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Southern Christian University


Southern Christian University (SCU) is a private four-year school located in Montgomery Alabama. It was originally founded as the Alabama Christian School of Religion in 1967. SCU has its accreditation from the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  The school is located in a poor rural area where thirty per cent of the residents have not completed high school.  Many of their undergraduates are first generation college students. Since 1994 SCU has offered distance education courses through its Extended Learning Program. 


SCU offers the four-year bachelor’s degree and also has a masters and doctoral program through distance education in their schools of Religion and Human Services; distance education students may earn any of the degrees available to students in the residential program.  In order to qualify for admission to the distance education program, applicants must have a high school diploma or GED, recommendations, 64 credit hours of college work  (or an associate’s degree) and pass a bible placement exam. 


Distance education students can elect to see their distance education class in real time via video satellite.   Classrooms have been wired with videos and microphones to accommodate this feature.   For the most part, the same classes are offered through the distance education program and the residential program. Southern Christian University had a total enrollment of 466 students in the ‘97-’98 school year for both the traditional and distance programs. Their distance education students comprised 197 of this number. 


Distance education exams are either taken on-line or with a proctor.   The proctor has to be approved by the university through an interview and documentation.  The proctor may be a faculty member from another university, a librarian or an otherwise disinterested person who is approved by the academic dean. The proctors are then placed on a master list and assigned by location. Video taped classes are offered to those students who do not have computers or Internet access. 


Federal financial aid has been available to the university in the form of Pell grants, FFEL, work-study and SEOG. 


SCU requested the three fifty percent waivers and a waiver for the definition of a full-time student. They were granted the fifty per cent waivers.
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Florida State University


Florida State University (FSU) is a four-year public institution accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. The main campus is in Tallahassee Florida.  FSU began offering distance education courses in 1987. 


Their distance education program is designed for “place-bound” part-time students who hold an associate’s degree but will be greatly inconvenienced in various ways by attending college on a traditional campus. There are three approaches to their distance education program.  There is a residential component where there is training provided for traditional students and faculty in web-based courses in order to facilitate migrating some courses to the web.  The other approach is developing distance courses that minimize face to face contact for distance learners and finally, there is the development of entire distance education programs.


Florida State University also supports bachelor completion after community college through their distance education program. This program is referred to as a “2+2” program: two years for an associates at the community college campus and then two more undergraduate years to complete the bachelor’s via distance education. Students who graduate from a Florida community college are guaranteed admission to a state university. Out of the 28 community colleges in Florida, fourteen community colleges participate in the 2+2 program with FSU. The community college’s role is to grant the associates while serving as the learning center for the distance education students where they can meet with their 2+2 mentor.  All distance education students are matched with a mentor, given on-line academic advising and career assistance placement.  The three program areas offered are in liberal arts, information studies and communication and information studies. 


Through their distance education program, FSU offers a Bachelor of Science in Nursing, a Masters in Information Studies, a Masters of Open and Distance Learning and a Masters in Criminal Justice. FSU has teamed up with the British Open University (a British distance-education university) to offer the Masters in Distance Learning.


FSU requested two waivers, one for the academic year and eligible institutions.  These waivers were not granted, but FSU was granted the three fifty per cent waivers. 
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University of Maryland University College


University of Maryland University College (UMUC) is a part of the Maryland State system founded in about 1950. UMUC was created to meet the needs of adult students.  The university is also a part of the national Universities Degree Consortium. Its accreditation is through the Middle States Association of Colleges and States. This institution is unique in that it serves many Army and Navy bases across the world through its distance education program.  Therefore, they serve as many as 70,000 participants in their university system.  The University’s principal mission is to serve adult, part-time learners.  There were 8,000 students enrolled in the distance education program in 1998.  Ninety per cent of the students are enrolled part time. 


UMUC currently offers 18 undergraduate degree programs as well as seven master’s programs through distance education.  These programs include English, psychology, environmental science, fire science, paralegal studies and information systems management. Both asynchronous and synchronous (interactive TV or video) delivery systems are utilized. There are also professional development offices that work with employers and employees.


UMUC participates in the FFEL PLUS program and FFEL Stafford Loan Program.   Students are also offered veteran’s benefits, academic advising, career counseling.  In order to be admitted to the program, a GED or HS diploma is required. A minimum GPA of 2.5 from an undergraduate institution is required for graduate program admission. The first distance courses were offered in 1972.


In their proposal, UMUC requested seven waivers: the definition of correspondence courses definition of an academic year, definition of eligible program, eligible student, student enrollment status, a waiver of “written agreements”. They also requested a waiver of the Pell Grant formula to allow students whose semester overlaps in their 16-week distance education course to be funded.  They were granted the three fifty per cent waivers and a waiver for the definition of  “weeks of instruction”.
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Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium


The Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC) consists of the Connecticut State System, some independent colleges and technical colleges.  This consortium was created in 1996 to provide a single point of reference for distance education offered by public institutions in Connecticut. There are twenty-nine schools participating in CTDLC. Of these schools, twenty-three will be participating in the Distance Education Demonstration Program: seven independent colleges, seven state universities and twelve community-technical colleges. The Connecticut State Department of Education’s adult programs are also a part of the consortium. These institutions have accreditation from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges. The Board of State Academic Awards governs CTDLC.


The CTDLC plan promotes a system where classes are offered from various schools. The primary mode of instruction is web-based classes. The provider used to coordinate the services is “Real Education”. The classes are organized to eliminate duplication among the sixty-six courses that are offered through CTDLC. An associate’s or bachelor’s degree can be earned through Charter Oak State College using the Charter Oak’s courses and those of other CTDLC institutions. The University of Bridgeport, another member of CTDLC, began offering the Masters of Nutrition on-line in 1997. Teikyo Post University offers an online associate’s and bachelor’s degree in Management, a bachelor’s degree in Integrated Business and a bachelor’s in Management Information Systems.  


The targeted groups of CTDLC’s distance education program are adult learners and under-served populations. In order to be considered a full time a student has to be enrolled in one of the member universities. By the spring of 1999 there were 1204 students enrolled in the distance education classes in the consortium.


Financial aid administration will be campus-based for the consortium. In order to facilitate the sharing of student financial data among the member schools, the consortium aims to create a Financial Aid Clearing Center (FACC) to link the financial aid records of the distance education students.


CTDLC requested a waiver of the definition of an eligible program, two of three fifty per cent waivers, the definition of an eligible student, student enrollment status provisions, definition of an academic year, and a waiver to redefine how cost of attendance is determined. The three schools that grant degrees through CTDLC’s distance education program were granted the three fifty per cent waivers. In addition, two other waivers were granted relating to the number of weeks of instruction needed to fulfill an academic year and the definition of “weeks of instruction.”



