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MR. CLARE M. COTTON AND MS. JUDITH N. FLINK RE-ELECTED 

CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Washington, D.C.— On September 26, 2005, the members of the Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance unanimously re-elected to one-year terms Mr. Clare M. Cotton as chairperson and Ms. Judith N. Flink as vice chairperson.  The Advisory Committee was created by Congress to provide advice and counsel on student aid policy to Congress and the Secretary of Education and make recommendations that will result in the maintenance of access for low- and middle-income students.  Its members are higher education and student aid policy experts and are appointed by Congress and the Secretary of Education.

Mr. Clare M. Cotton was appointed to the Committee by the United States Senate in 2002 and reappointed in 2004 to serve a three-year term that expires in September 2007. Mr. Cotton, who recently retired, served as president of the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Massachusetts for more than 15 years.  In addition, he has served as chair of the National Association of Independent College and University State Executives and as a director of the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.  In 1997, he was a U.S. Senate appointee to the eleven-member National Commission on the Cost of Higher Education.  From 1977 to 1987, Mr. Cotton served as president of the Boston-Fenway Program, Inc. and, in that decade, worked with the City of Boston and Boston Police Department to lay the foundation for the development of Community Policing in Boston.   Earlier, he served as vice president for Government and University Relations at Boston University, director of European Securities Publications, Inc. in London, and a special writer on The Wall Street Journal.  He received his undergraduate degree from Randolph-Macon College and his master’s degree from the University of North Carolina.  Mr. Cotton has received several honorary doctorate degrees and distinguished service awards from Randolph-Macon College, Northeastern University, Wentworth Institute of Technology, Mount Ida College, and Becker College, among others.  

Ms. Judith Flink was appointed to the Committee by the Speaker of the House in 1999 and reappointed in 2002.  Ms. Flink is the executive director of University Student Financial Services at the University of Illinois.  Ms. Flink is a board member of the Post Secondary Education Standards Council (PESC), past president of the Coalition of Higher Education Assistance Organization (COHEAO), and was appointed to the Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities by Governor Blagojevich of Illinois.  Ms. Flink has provided congressional and Committee testimony related to reauthorization of the Higher Education Act and given a number of presentations on student financial services.  Ms. Flink holds a B.S. in Business/Management from Northeastern Illinois University and a M.A. in Management/Human Resources from National-Louis University.  

Mr. Cotton and Ms. Flink expressed their gratitude to the members and staff for their continued support and stated that they looked forward to continuing to work with Committee members in the months ahead.  As Mr. Cotton noted, “It is very rewarding to be able to serve on the Advisory Committee with such a distinguished and knowledgeable group of individuals who are passionate about access to postsecondary education for low- and moderate-income students.” For additional information about the Advisory Committee, please visit our web site at: www.ed.gov/ACSFA.
 








80 F Street N.W., Suite 413, Washington, D.C. 20202-7582 ( Tel: 202/219-2099 ( Fax: 202/219-3032





An independent committee created by Congress to advise on higher education and student aid policy








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1190127985.doc
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]





 







ADVISORY COMMITTEE 







 







ON STUDENT FINANCIAL 







ASSISTANCE







 











FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE











OCTOBER 7, 2005















 











Contact: Nicole Barry,







 







Deputy Director, at 202-219-2099



































o







r 







Nicole.Barry@ed.gov







 












