MEDIA LITERACY INITIATIVE PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS

All of the following projects involve students, teachers and parents in developing skills to better analyze the media images and messages they encounter on a daily basis. Teachers are provided with information to develop curriculum that incorporates media literacy while students have the opportunity to create their own messages, often working with local artists in film and video production, Web design, photography and other media art forms. Finished projects are made available through local broadcast, live presentations, media centers and resource libraries.

CALIFORNIA

Los Angeles
Belmont Senior High School
$150,000

Project Title: Inter: Re-Active: Youth, Gaming and the American Social Imagery
Contact: Stephen Metts (323) 342-9289

Partnering with Belmont Senior High School are the Los Angeles Educational Partnership (LAEP) and OnRamp Arts, in association with the University of California. LAEP coordinates the Humanitas program, an inquiry-based, interdisciplinary curriculum at Belmont and other Los Angeles area high schools. OnRamp is a community digital arts studio that brings youth and artists together in creative projects that utilize the multi-faceted aspects of digital technologies. This three-year project will target high school students to address violence associated with “gaming” or participation in video and computer games. Its goal is to provide young people with a critical foundation for reading media and understanding their own experiences in a culture of violence. It also provides an opportunity to explore the impact of violence on other social issues such as race and gender. Using the Humanitas approach that emphasizes inquiry and team problem-solving, students will develop alternatives to models that feature violence whether in video arcades, personal computer games or Web-based games. 

Richmond 
West Contra Costa County School District
$149,530

Project Title: Work of the Mind: Media Literacy for Kids and Teens
Contact:  Jennifer Jennings (510) 307-5307

Partnering with West Contra Costa County School District in this three-year project are the East Bay Center for the Performing Arts and other arts organizations in the Richmond area. The project targets students in three schools including Harbor Way Day School, an alternative K-6 school for students who have been expelled for behavioral problems. These students are at-risk, predominantly minority students whom conventional academic approaches often fail to reach. All students involved in Work of the Mind will transform the nature of their relationship to the popular media from a passive and reactive engagement to one that is active, discerning and positive. 
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FLORIDA

Tampa
Hillsborough County Schools
$142,275

Project Title: Studiopeace
Contact: Judith Lombana (813) 272-4880

Partnering with Hillsborough County Schools in this project are the Arts Council of Hillsborough County, the University of South Florida College of Fine Arts and the Tampa Museum of Arts. This three-year 

project will target 4th and 5th grade students in four schools in its first year and 6th and 7th  grade students in the second and third years. Students will use personal journals to record and analyze media images they encounter and to reflect on the impact of those images. Students will create art projects using film, video, Web design and other media art forms to present non-violent messages. They will also have the opportunity to work with local poets, visual artists and composers to create art works that convey alternative messages. Arts educators from Hillsborough County Public Schools, in partnership with the arts council, university and museum staffs will comprise project teams to create a curriculum for use in Hillsborough County Public Schools and other school districts.

MINNESOTA

Minneapolis
Minneapolis Public Schools
$149,650

Project Title: A Choice of Weapons: Using Media Arts and Media Literacy to Combat the Effects of Media Violence
Contact: Coleen Kosloski (612) 668-0261

This three-year project targets 4th and 6th grade students and teachers in 30 K-8 schools. With 80 percent of new enrollees in the Minneapolis Public Schools requiring LEP (Limited English Proficiency) services, the project is expected to help district educators create a respectful and supportive learning environment. Students will gain skills in interpreting and analyzing media images. Teachers will collaborate with media arts partners to gain new knowledge and skills to augment instruction and provide students with public forums to present their media arts works. 

MONTANA

Pablo 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes
$71,500

Project Title: Making Connections Project
Contact: Clarice C. King (406) 675-0292
Two Eagle River School (TERS) is an alternative high school of 150 students in grades seven through 12. The school is managed by the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation. While Two Eagle River School students have a rich traditional culture to draw from, they often adopt the values promoted in the mass media. Features of the project are: media literacy curriculum development by two TERS teachers, media arts training with visiting instructors, Web site design and community exchange and involvement. The project emphasizes peer learning with students sharing their work and knowledge with their classmates and younger students. The efforts of teachers and visiting instructors and the technology made available through the project will result in students becoming informed viewers.
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NEW MEXICO

Espanola 
Espanola Public Schools
$65,400

Project Title: Media Literacy and Alternative Media Production: Combating Violence
Contact: Ellen Z. Kaiper (505) 753-9762

For more than 10 years, the Espanola Valley High School has included study of media forms and helped students create media works. This includes a television studio and production class that creates programs for audiences in and outside the school.  Television production students also work with community groups to address issues of violence, including media violence. This project will increase the number of students enrolled in communications and television production classes, linking them to professional artists and allowing them to teach and mentor middle school students in the creation of non-violent media arts projects.

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia 
School District of Philadelphia
$50,000

Project title: TBD
Contact: Frank C. Constant (215) 471-2902

Partnering with West Philadelphia High School (WPHS) in this three-year project are the West Philadelphia Cultural Alliance and the University of Pennsylvania. Together they will develop a media arts and technology program featuring visiting artists/consultants, an after-school program and a six-week summer program. Facilities for media arts learning include a new television studio in WPHS as well as the West Philadelphia Media Arts Center. The program will establish partnerships with professional artists and local businesses to provide stipends for students to work after school and during the summer. It will also offer professional development for staff in media skills to assist them in developing a curriculum.

RHODE ISLAND

Providence 
Providence School Department
$92,224

Project Title: media smART!
Contact: Melody Johnson (401) 456-9214

The media smART! program is a three-year project designed to create a more media literate, less violent community and increase collaboration between Providence’s arts community and public education. The project will introduce the critical analysis of media messages to students, parents and staff of the Providence school system and integrate media literacy into classroom curricula at targeted schools beginning with Vartan Gregorian Elementary School.  In addition, students in collaboration with artists-in-residence from the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts to create media art works in an after-school program.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Darlington 
Darlington County School District
$12,311

Project Title: Children as Critical Consumers and Creators of Media Projects 

Contact: Diane Sigmon (843) 398-5100

Partners in this project are the Hartsville Messenger, the local newspaper; WBTW-TV Channel 13, local television station; the Pee Dee Mental Health Center; Coker College; Rubicon, a drug and alcohol abuse commission; and the Wake Forest University Education Department. The project, abbreviated as C4M, will target over 3,700 students in ten Title I schools. Objectives include awareness by both students and parents of the need for critical analysis of media images and the improvement of students’ interpretive skills in media products. Current local school initiatives such as Character Education, It’s OK to Wait, and other anti-violence and drug awareness campaigns will be integrated into the program. 

Bennettsville
School District of Marlboro County
$107,110

Project Title: Points of View: Building Empathy through Media Literacy
Contact: Gwen Dixon-Coe (843) 454-2022

Partnering with the School District of Marlboro County in this project are the South Carolina Arts Commission and its Media Arts Center; South Carolina Educational Television; South Carolina Department of Education; the University of South Carolina (USC) School of Health; the USC Department of Educational Research and several media experts. The project will serve students in Marlboro County’s five middle schools. Leadership teams in each of the schools, comprised of teachers and students, will work with media consultants and artists to design the program. Students will have opportunities in the classroom and after school to work with teachers and artists to create works in a wide range of forms including video documentaries, music videos, animation, Web design and photography. Community involvement is a key element in this project with several public facilities providing venues for showcasing the students’ projects.

TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT AWARDED
$990,000
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